Introduction

Owlers Farm isituated in the Flushdyke district of Ossett to the north of the Wakefield to
Dewsbury Road. Today the district is dominated by industrial and commercial businesses but less
than 100 years ago it was a thriving residentiakare
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Wakefield to Dewsbury thoroughfare which ran through it. This road had long been a major highway
variously known as Streetside, Ossett Street and the Wakaeéigtthlifax Turnpike Roads a

conseqguence of its importance communities grew up alongside the road most of which were swept
gl & Ay (GKS mpcnQad a2NB 2F CfdzAKRe&1S a A4 ¢l a
(www.ossett.nej in the form of sketchigs by former resident Douglas Brammer.

The origins of the areare much older and some believe that Streetside was once a Roman road
though others believe it more likely that the Roman route ran to the north along a natural ridge
which can still be seenitker way there is little dissent concerning the existenca obute here or
hereabouts. Not far to the east a bronzage axe was found in 2000 by local historian Nevile Ashby.

That there was early @cpation here is notloubted and the importance othe area was reinforced

by the Lord of the Manor of Wakefield when he established a 1300 acre hunting park in the locality.

This was known as the New Park, there being a smaller Old Park to the south of Wakefield town.

The New Park is situated to the northgresent day Flushdyke and the Wakefield to Halifax

Turnpike Road once formed the southern boundary of the Rarks early form the boundary was
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that local names such as Paleside originate.

The land which curnatly comprises Owlers Farm wpart of the New Pik. A 1711 plan of the Park
recordng field names, size and tenancy is shown later in this stlidg plan shows that the land
which is now OwlerBarm was then part of a larger farmstead totalling 190 acres..

The stidy which follows seeks to discowbe ownershipand occupancy of Owlers Faower the
years. The history of the Farm is inextricably linked to the history of the larger New Parkaf iivh
was a part. There is no single history of the Park but mention is madeahany books and
histories of Wakefield anth the Wakefield Court Rolls as early as 128 research reproduces
some references and descriptions of the New Pakt was some 700 to 800 years ago.

Whilst it cannot be known whether the existing Owlers farmstead stood here earlier than the 18
Century it is certain that the land that was worked haraspart ofthe Hunting Park established and
owned bythe Lord of tle Manor of WakefieldTheManor of Wakefield was grantéfitst to the 1™

Earl de Warrene in 1088y William # also known as William The Conquerfmllowing his victory
over King Harold dhe Battle of Hastings, some #2ars earlier in 1066. Conaeantly this

research also includesome history of the Lords of the Manor of Wakefield.

Alan Howe

November 2010.
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Owlers Farm and Flushdyke in 1907

Owlers Farm and Flushdyke in 1850
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Owlers Fam ¢ Historyin a nutshell.

Owlers Farmonceknown asEllers wasa part of the Wakefield New Park; one of the Hunting Parks
established by, and for the pleasure of, The Lord of The Manor of Wakefield. The history of the New
Park and of the Manor is thef@re the history of Owlers Farm, the land which was a part of the
farmstead and the families who owned it. But until thé"2Dentury the owners were the nobility,

most of whom would never have set foot ¢ime Farm and would certainly never have worked it.

This history traces the story tife owners and occupiersf Owlers Farnand this is set out in detail

in the following pages but this section provides a potted history of those findings.

But first how was it that Owlers Farm came by its namé were anyther activities carried out

here? Local histdan, Richard Glover, believes Owlérs RSNA OSSR FNR YI fRSAYRES R
the field in which tle farmstead now stands was known in 1&klEllers. This in turn derives from

GAlder tee croft, coppicand streané b S ND & Jadd Sanbile Ghse (Sangkbeds) suggesting

the possibility of raw materials for early brick making processes. Such manufactories would require

heat and this would be provided by cutting and burning wood ( including alaem) fiearby Haggs

(felling of trees,copse) to provide charcoal and heat in kilns for the manufacturing pridessis

the case then the Farm frontage to Ossett Street could also have been the site for brick making kilns

In 1066 William of Normandy, Wam The Conquerer, invaded England, killed King Harold at
Hastings and assumed the Crown1088he rewarded one of his supporters, Earl De Warrene, with
the grantof the Manor of Wakefield. The De Warrengsre to hold the Manor and all its lands until
1362when the Manor reverted to the Crown. I629Chates | granted the Manor to Henry Rich to
whom he owed money but around this time the ownership of the New Park was separated from the
ownership of the Manor and the Savile family became owners oNéne Park.

In 1668 Frances Savile married Francis, Lord Brudemkih1671, following the death of her
brother, she and henew husband inherited thd. 300 acrdNew Parkncluding the 200 acre Ellers
holding The Brudenells, who were also the Earls atligan, held most of the New Park lands until
1889when some were sold; Owlers Farm was held by the Brudenell familyl@&@8when, for the
first time, it was sold to commoners, Ernest Albert Brown and his wife Ré&sn Ernest died
ownership was inérited by his nephew, Harry Leachli®54and by1958he had sold the 90 acre
farm to Norman Stead. The Farm remains in the ownership of the Stead family in 2010.

But until 1923 theownersof the Farm were not responsible for makinguzeess of it; theyid not
have to eke out diving from its workingdor this was left to those families who tenanted the
farmholding. Without exception thoseenant families athe Farm, varying in acreage from about
190 acres in 1711 to less half of that in 1958, were Ipeaple. Before assuming the tenancy most
came from a farming background and many combined their trade as farmersnilfitng orcloth
manufacturing.



Those times will have been hard and yet the families who were here stayed for long périsds.

worth noting that in1672Marke Whitacre paid Hearth Tax on four chieys. It is not known if Mrk

was at Owlers at this time but it is possibldie earliest firm evidence of occupancy of the Farm is

almost 40 years latan 1711whenthe sameMark Whitaker vasrecorded aghe tenant of 190

acres. Th&Vhitakerfamily were also recorded as tenantsliiv1(Isaac or Joseph).775(Joseph)

and in1822(George)Even afterthE DS 2 NHS Q& R dz3 KtheSFhdn fod siieyhdd NB Y Ay S
married Mark Stephenson in 28 and by about 1830 Mark was tenant.

Ann died in 1867, the year after her husband Mark, thus bringing to an end at least 150, and maybe
200,yearsofl KS 2 KA G 1 SNJ ¥ I Offers. éndhe later Qe@rdzidimgyedearl®F Mark
Stephensortombired his work at the farm with fulling and woollen manufacturing and he was a
founder member of the group of Ossett manufacturers who established Healey New Mill.

By 1861 Mark Stephenson wésming 150 acres butat all wert well and following his death in

1867 his son, Charles, took actiam1874F 3| Ay aid al N)] Q&4 SESOdzis&B Ay Of dz
family, controversily, s 2 N] SR GKS FIFINY F2NJ I F¥S¢ &SINA Ay (GKS
followed as tenant farmeby Francis Edwin Papegtlson d a farmer from Stanley with

Wrenthorpe. Francis remained a bachelor and lived and worked Owlers for about 40 years until

about1909 During the wble of his life at Owlerke livedherewith his widowed sister.

In 1889there were the first signs that thBrudenell/Cardigan family wanted to cash in their land
holdings when a Notice advertised an Auction for the sale of the 1300 acre New Park and other
Brudenell estates in Wakefielghich were to be sold in 45 lots. Owlers Farm was one of those lots
but it remained unsold until much later.

Around1909 Francis Pape retired to Stanley ands succeeded as tenant of Owlers FarnOisgett

born Manufacturer and Farmer, James Herbert Brook. He was followEdnegt Abert Brown and

his wife Rosey in 192&rnestBrown was born at Howley Hall Farm Morley, the soGebrge and

RacheBrown who had long occupied the Farm at Howley Hall. The owner of Howley was Lord

Brudenel] Earl of Cardigan who also owned Owlers Farm. Howley Hall itself was built in 1590 by the

Swiles (the subsequent owners of the New Park) and played an important part in the Civil War in the
MmcnnQa oKSyYy Al é6Fa FANRG OF Liodedhedby hé&RoyaksS. Int | NI A | Y
present values the Hall cost £16m to build and its maiatece was such that it was razed by a

subsequent Earl of Cardigan in 1730. But the farm remained as a working entity.

In1923Ernest Brown and his wife were able to purchase Owlers Frammthe Brudenells. Bthen

the farm comprise®1 acres 2 roods ar@lperches. ByL.935the management of the farm had

become too much for him and he rented the holding to George Nettleton, the son of a Publican from
Bottom Boat Stanley. Ernest and Rosey Brown died childless and their estate was inherited in 1954
by their ngohew, Harry Leach, a butcher of Bank Street Ossett. George Nettleton continued as
tenant but he was to retire in958aged 65.

In the same year Harry Leach sold the 89.995 acre Owlers Farm to Normanp&teamsly the
farmer of Brooklands FarnHolywellGreen! | £ A T | Ed L Y Hamn hgt SNA CI N¥Y 2
son,Raymond Stead and his family.



Owners and Occupiers

1958 to date

In 20100wlers Farms owned, occupied and worked by Raymond Steadnd his family, the farm
having been purchasedinMagppy o6& wl & YNbghR(BkeadF | (i K S NE

At that time Norman Stead was working Brooklands Farm, Holywell Green at Halifax and he paid
approximately £4975 when he purchased the 90 acre farm tamy Leachbutcher of Bank Street
Ossett. At the time of thpurchase the farm was tenanted by 65 year Gleorge Nettletorwho had
worked the farm for the previous 21 years. The Ossett Observer carried the following piece
regarding the sale of the farm.

owl er 6s Far m, Fl ushdyke, owned by
Street, O ssett and tenanted by Mr George Nettleton

for the past 21 years was sold by auction at the

Woolpack Hotel, Wakefield, on Tuesday, for £4975.

The purchaser was Mr N Stead of Brookland Farm,
Holywell Green, Halifax, who, we understand, intends to
operate the farm himself. Bidding for the property,
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which extends over 90 acres with a stone farmhouse
and good range of buildings began at £2000 and rose
by sums of £100, £50 and £25 to the final figure.

There was an attendance of between 20 and 30 and the

.

v

auctioneers were Bartle and Son of Merrion Street
Leeds

Mr Nettleton, who is aged 65, is retiring. He came to

Mr George Nettleton. Owlers Farm from Park Mill Farm, Low Laithes, which
he tenanted from 1912 to 1927. He had previously
assisted his father in conducting the Ferryboat Inn at Bottomboat, which was pulled down many

years ago. It w ill be recalled that the Ossett  Agricultural Shows held between 1949 and 1953
were all staged at Owlers Farm, and Mr Nettleton was an active member of the Agricultural

Society Committee and one of the show founders. He has been a member of the National

Far mer s6é Uni on [ oampastcbairyas af ths Wakeafiel d beanch. He has carried out
dairy and mixed farming at Flushdyke, and now has just over 30 head of cattle which he will

dispose of.

The Memorial of theDeed dated 19 May 1958 by which Norman Stead purchased Owlers Farm
records the acreage as 89.995 acres (West Yorkshire Archives Service reference [WYAS] vol 91 page
660 n0.306). A second Deed is recorded on 14 June 1958 between Mr SteBdralags Bank

regarding a mortgage relating to the acquisition of the Farm. In October 1959 Norman Stead

disposed of 1400 sq yards of his ownership along the old Wakefield to Dewsbury Road to Ferro
concrete and Stone (North Notts) Ltd.



The Dog Section has been W;thdrawn
31.30 am. to 8 pm. by J. BRAYSHAW,

Notice from the Ossett Observer for th£350 Agricultural Show at Owlers Farm

It is possible that the first Ossett Agricultural Show was held in Kingsway in 1949 and in 1950 it
moved to Owlers Farm where it remained at least until 1952 when the show made a loss of £193.
(Notice and research courtesy of Neville Ashby)



19231958

192319540wner Ernest Albert & Rosey Brown
195419580wner Harry Leach
19371958 Tenant, George Nettleton

Harry Leach, litcher of Bank Street Ossett acquired treet in1954 when he inherited thholding

following the death ohis UncleErnest Abert Brown In April 1955 Harry Leach offered Owlers Farm

as security for a loan from Kathleen Lister, spinster of Batley and by 1958 he had sold the farm to

Norman SteadThe 1955 Deed (WYAS vol 63 348 179) excludes from the charge 200 sq yards which
K2dzZaSR | aFAaK yR OKALILISR LRGFG2 &l t SabydaK2LX &k
Ernest Albert and Rosey Brown 5" December 1934

In 1923 Ernest and Rosegon hadacquired Owlers Farstead and 91 acres 2 roods and 9

perchesfrom George Lionel Thomas Brudemetio was a descendant of the Earls of Cardigan. The

altS SEOftdZRRSR (KS a YAYSNIf NIAfGLE FTNaey[26 [ | A
were from farming stock.

ErnestAlbert Brownmarried Rosey Ellwood at Dewsbury in 1204l in 1911 the couple were

farming atdCarlinghow Old HBBatley. They had no children but the 1911 Census records that their
4 year old nephew, Jackdch is visting then also living therare 2 farm labourers (one born in
California) and a general servant. The farmhousecigis rooms.

According to Norman Ellis

"The original hall, build

in 1521, had twent§ive
apatments and oak

+ panelling. Much of it was

4. demolished in 1800. By

the time this photograph

was taken, the remains

were in a sorry plight, but

some of them lasted until

196D

The Archives Photographs Series AROUND BATLEYcompiled by Norman Ellis

The 1911Census records Rosie as being born at Overton Hall. Earlier censuses record her born at
Overtonor Middlestownand living with her parents and siblings in various locations in the Batley
area. Her father, Samuel, was a farm laboto@m in Huntingdonshe.



ErnestAlbert Brownwas born at Howley Hall, dleyin 1877and Rosey was boiin 1876at

Overton HalWakefield. Howley Halvas also owned by the Earl cdrdigan and more will be heard

of this later. Wilst the 1911 Census description carries Erfigst 0 A NI KLJX F OS | a | 24t S¢
long been demolished before his birth which would have been at the Howle¥&tatl The 1901

censugecords him as the eldest samd he is working Howley Hall Farm with his widowed mother,

Rachel, his brother and twaisters.
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Howley Hall Farnabout 1900. The persons are unidentified but could be the Brown family who
were occupying the Farm at that timerhe 1901 census records Ernest Albert still living there.

The acquisitio of Owlers &rm by Ernest and RoseyoBm from the Brudenell family in 1923
marked the end of 250 years ofvaership by the Brudenelisho, for most of those yearsvere also
the Earls of Cardigan.

In 1937 Ernest Albert Brown was 60 years of age and whilst he and Rosey continued in ovafiership

the farmuntil 1954it was tenanted by George and Grace Nettleton. George was born in 1896 and

married Grace Field in Spring 1919. In 1901 George was 5 years old and living with his parents at the

Ferry Boat Inn at Bottom Boat Stanley. Next door livedkvBarley, a farm labourewas he the one

G2 AyFTtdzsSyOS DS2NHSQa RSOA&aA2y (2 GIF1S dzLd FI NY ¢



1822¢ 1923

About1909- 1923 TenantJames Herbert Brook
About1879- 1909 TenantFancis Edwin Pape
About 1866- 1876 Tenant George HalEphraimHall.
About 1830- 1866 Tenant Mark Stephenson

To About 1830  Tenant George Whitaker

We have seen that the Brudenell family owned the Farm in 1923 when they sold it to the Browns.
There is more about the Brudenells and the Earls of Cardigawteése in this research buttis
sufficient hee to record that theytook possession of the New Park, of which Owlers forms aipart,
1671. Consequently this section traces Farmtenantsbetween 1841 and 1923 relying farge

part on the Censuse3yade Directoriesand Newspapers/hich cover this period.

In 1923we know that the owners and occupiers were Ernest and Rosie BRnan.to 1923 the
Farm owners were the absentee Brudenell family (aka the Cardigans) of Deene Park
Northamptonshire.

Thel1911Census records 43 year didsett bornJames Herbert Broak Owlers Farm. Brook is a

Mungo Manufacturer and Farmer, continuing a trend, established earlier in th€#atury, ofdual
employment in manufacturing and farminigiving with James are his @ifnn Selina and an only

child, Mary Ann. They have two farm workers, both in laws, and a domestic seifafarm house

has seven rooms (bathroom and scullery were not countddjnes Hebert Brook was born in 1867

the son of Joseph Brook a rag deadad mungo manufacturer who was living at Ossett Little

Townend in 1871 and at Brook Street Ossett in 1881 and 1891 when James is described as a
Go22tftSy SEGNIOG2N® ! ff GKA& &adz33asSaida KS sl a |
secondary. By 190Rrook is living on Eldon Terrace Flushdykst; araund the corner from Owlers

Farm suggesting that the Farm tenancy became available between 1901 and 1911 when it was taken
up by James Herbert Brookhe previous tenant, Francis Edwin Pape (see belowv)dtaed by

1911 and was living as a retired farmer in Stanley with his brqtdso a retired farmer) and two

sisters. He would have been 60 in 190@ ¢his could be the year thaathes Herbert Brootook

over the tenancy of Owlers Farm

In 1901the Cersus records 52 year oktancis Edwin Pages a Farmer living at Owlers Farm with his
widowed sister, Esther Ann Nalson, and one domestic servant. Francis and Esther were originally
from Stanley. Close by, at Park Millses a cowman and his family whimay give an indication of

some of the type of farming being carried on at Owlers 100 years Rigmcis Pape was the son of
farmer, Mark Papgawvho in 1871 was farming 63 acres of land at Lake Lock in Stanley cum
Wrenthorpe. His two sons, Luke and thaupger Francis were working on the farm which Mark

Pape had farmed since at least 1851 when the Census of that year shows the family working the
FIENY® LYy GKFEG 2SFENJICNIyOAaQa StRSald oNRUKSNE wmc
Schoolln 1841 the 30 year old Mark Pape is a butcher living with his wife and three children in the
household of 80 year old Thomas Pepper a farmer at Lake Lock Stanley. Next door is the Parsonage
and two doors away lives 40 year old William Pape a stone mbdamk. Pape died in 1884.

9



By1881howeverFancis Edwin Pape had moved to Owlers Farm whilst his brother John had given
dzLJ KA &a SIFENIX & OF ff Ay KSy R +lazd St &Lol3h H{ MyadisS Nl iFNB2Yy
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In 1891 FrancisEdwin Papd & NB O2NRSR & | FFENYSNI ftAGAYy3 G a2
widowed sister and one domestic servant. For the first time the Census records the number of
rooms in a dwelling if it has less than five. The Farm had morefimnooms.
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June 1889 the Morning Post carried a Notice for the sale of the estates of the Earl of Cardigan. This is
shown elsewhere and we know thatthe Aug 2y ¢ Ay Qi &adz00Saa¥FdzZ = Fd €SI
was concerned, for it was still in the hands of the Cardigan/brudenell family in 1923 whe they sold

the farm holding ot Ernest and Rosy Brown.

In 1881 Francis Papis shown at Owlers Farm, farming 8cres and empling one man and one

boy. The hired helpappear not to be living at the Farm and Francis, aged 32, is recorded living with

his widowed sister Esther Ann Nalson aged 36. She had married Joseph Nalson in 1865 and was
widowed in 1879 when S LJK RASR 3SR odpd . & GKA& GAYS CNIyoO
KAA FYRQAISNKI LJA myTdpE 2N GKS 1G4S myTtnQa ¢l a GKS
Owlers Farm and when he was joined by his widowed sister. Francis Pape never marriecadd h

his widowed sister were tbve together for the rest of their livegrancis died in 1918 aged 69.

In1871there is some uncertainty regarditige name of the farm tenanfThe Census recor@3

year oldGeorge Halind his wife living on Lower Stige | G &1 2 6t S WdollenclobS2 NAS A a
weaverL i R2Sa aSSY 2RR GKIFI{d (KA&a akK2dzZz R 06S GKS Ol &
address.lt is possible that George Hall was indeed living at the Farm perhaps in a caretaker capacity

with the landbeing farmed by othersMark Stephenson, the previous tenamtied in 1866 and

LINPOFGS 2F al Nl Qa SadlidS ¢Fra ANFYGSRAKEKS2Z PRSEAST
of Mark Stephenson, late of Ossett in the County of York Mill Owner deceasetkd/ba d2'

February 1866 at Ossett was proved at Wakefield by the oaths of Ephraim Hall of Ossett aforesaid
Manufacturer and Edward Stephenson of Ossett aforesaid Manufacturer the Son two of the

9 ESOdzi 2 N&A ¢

This possibly provides the clue to the preseata young weavetalled Georgéiall living at

G 1 2 g tFa&rNBnéLower Street Oss@tt1871 One of the executorand trustee2 ¥ a | NJ Q& 2 A f f
was EphrainHallwho was a manufacturer living on Dale Street Ossett but he was also a f@&mer.

Chancery Cou®dl S Ay al NOK mytn 06S06SSy / KIFINISa {GSLKS
Charles taking action to recover monies due to him under an arrangefienRS F2f ft 2g6Ay 3 al |
death in 1866.

alNJQa 2AfftX YIRS Ay wmMycHZI LINRBWeiRoDRlefttaceriain G KS F I N
trustees(including Ephraim Halip enable them to continue the farm until Charles Stephenson

attained his 28 birthday. It seems that Ephraim Hall was employed by the Executors (of which he

was one) to manage the farr@hales was 25 years old 1869 and thus became entitled claim

the farming stock and implements valued at about £800 (£57,000 at current valilesjes was

alsoentitled to possession of the land but the trustees declined to give it up.

10



They did howeveagree with Charles thahey would settle upon the £800 for stock etc if the assets

AY al Nl Qa SaidlaS g2dd R fft26d / KFNI Sa NBOSAGSR 2
GNJI yalr OlAazya Ay KA& Tl iKSNI aes @fisédtdipbovideangOS KA & RS
statement or to pay Charles further funds and Charles consequently filed for liquidation and

restraint. Whatever the dzi 02 YS 2F GKS Ol asS Al Aa utifaSQdastd G KI G 7F
1874the farm was being worked yphraim Hall and it seems likely that he continued to live in his

Dale Street home whilst allowing a relative, George Hall, to live at the Farm Egplfaim Hall died

Ay KA & inYsy@perpap<binging to an end the dispute with Chaateshis @cupation of

G126t SNEE CIFNXYO

The1861Census records 60 year dithrk Stephensoon Lower Streek YR | @ ClF NYSNJ 2 F wmy
SYLX 28Ay3 o YSyéod [AGAYI Ay (KSBridgedzad( g, one I NE K A
son (Charles), two grandchildrendaa visitor. They have a live in domestic servaviairk

Stephenson was born in 1801 in Ossett and married Ann Whitaker in 1820. They had 11 children

between 1821 and 1844 when their youngest child, Charles, was bavill. be seen below that

Mark Stephason had been a long term tenant by 1861 amthe year of his deathhe 18662 KA (i S Qa

Trade Directory shows Mark Stephensoradarmer of Ossett Street.eHs also listed under the

scribbling and fulling milling section of the Directodyin Stephensonidd in 1867.

In 1865 the following report regarding Titus Stephenson, son of Mark, appeared in the Leeds
Mercury of 7" June 1865

A Wire BEATER PUNISHED,~~On Monday. at the
~ West Riding Court-house, Dewsbury, Titus Ste génﬁon, of
" Osgett, formerly a manufacturer, was placed in the dook
. charged with having assaulted his wifs, Mr. Atkinson was
for the complalnant, and Mr. Marratt for the defendant,
Mrs. Stephenson was suffering from lameness caused by the
prisoner’s brutallty, The prisoner had formerly held a very
respectable position, but of late had given way to habits of
intemperance, There was no defence offered on behalf of
the prisoner, The maglstrates fined him £5 and costs, and

bound him over to keepthe peace for slx months, himse
in £200 and two sureties of £100 each, e t

Titus Stephenson died in 1874.

Thel851Census recordslark Stephensagrhis wife and fenily (daughters Ann and Bridget asdn

/| KI NI Sa0 ftAQAYy3 i al26ftSNE | 2dzaSéd ¢KSe& KIF@S 2y
Farmer. InMl8542 K A (rédeRirectory M Stephensoris listed as &armerof Ossett StreetHe is

also listed as both fulling miller and a woollen amufacturer trading as Mark Stephenson &nS

(Geo & Titus)Thel858 White@Directory lists Mark @sa Farmer anche isalso listed under

Scribbling and fulling millers amd Mark Stephensorand sons (Geo & Titus) Woollen

manufacturers Allentries ae for Ossett Street

11



LY mypc (GKS o0dzaAySaada LI NIGYSNBKALIE daal Nl {G0SLKSy3:
sons was dissolved to the extent that Mark junior left the business as demonstrated in the following

Leeds Mercury Notice of #Februay 1856. Mark Stephenson junior died in 1858. His sister,

Rebecca, died in the same year.

N UTI"’UE 1s hereby given, that the PARTNER-
SHIE heretofore subsisting between us, the undersianed carrying
oulhusmlm 8S 28 manuf"?.cturera. at Ossett, in the county of Yor'k. under
1";135,1 %i’ﬂ]t) C{r’hrm of ** Musk Steph.enson and Sovs,” 15 this day DIS-
SOL ¥ motual congent, safay ag rezards Mark Steplenson, the

Younger. As wituess our hands thiz Nine . I 35
Witness to the signing horos hyi, Nineteenth day of February, 1356.

the said Murk Stephens :
ant george S{:fphéuauz]n,oh' Juu, MARK STEPHENSON, Jun.
esorge bMander, Cleyk t -
Mr, Wainwriglis, éfoﬁlgi{tc;? GEORGH STEPIIENSON,
Wit ‘J;’aif]eﬁeld. ’ :
itners to the signing i " ‘
!:l‘ge sn.lfirl: Mark Stt'-eph%nagli?ﬁém?,}:? %1151%@ S"‘I“E‘PH Eﬁ;jﬂb{.
Litus Stephenson, and Kiward (MARK STEPHENSUN. Sen.
_ Stephenszon John Driver. VDWALRD STEPHENSON,

—r- a1 . .

1841was the first year in which a National Census was undertakeianki Stephensors recorded

as living with his family on Lower Streklis occupation is farmmeand his 7 children range in age

between 20 years and 9 months.His eldest son, George, is a clothier. Also living on Lower Street are
three other Stephenson households in close proximity; Thomas Stephenson Clothmaker (aged 55),
William Stephenson (45 Glonaker), and John Stephenson* Clothmaker aged/AQare listedin

WhiteQad wmy nT [ S S RistrictiDiyeRory ahdVilliémayidaMark appear todin business
together. Mark,Thanas, William and JohnStephenson are brothers.

The18302 K A (i S &xéry listsAMiR, Thomas and Willia®tephensoras woollen manufacturers

on Ossett StreeBy this time Mark had been married to AWwhitakerfor ten years. It will be seen

below that the Whitaker family were also tens of Owlers Farm in earlier yearsilAWhitaker was

GKS StRSaid 2F FTAOS RIdAKGSNE 02NY deprgeDdiakéBS | YR
(orn in Ossett about 17739 recordedas a maltster on Ossett Street and it is possible that he was

living here. By this time Mark Stephemsand his wife had five children and it may be that they too

were living at Owlers Farm or nearby.

The 1830Directory alsanforms subscribers and readers tiiat / 2 I¢ Thig Baikforward passes
through Ossett Street from Dewsbury to Wakefield dailyOatnhg and return at 6 evng.A Market
021 OK G2 FTYR FTNRBY 5S6a0daNE +FyR 2F1{STFASIRE G (K

N>

IN1822. I A ¥y S & Q lists ¥ddTOamasNdhd Martephensoras Wool manuécturers,
seemingly in their own righEarmers in 1822 BaisdancludeGeorge Wiittaker and it seems likely
that he is living at Owlers Farnfrancis Whitakerand Mark Whiakerare wool yarn simners.

12



17111822

The identification of tenants during the 9 &entury is based on maps and other documents used

during tat period. No census information exists for Ossett covering this period of time. The 1813

Inclosure Order contains information for a large part of the Ossett township but the boundary of the
hNRSNR& Ay TfdzSyOS Aa (KS addngieRoadoweser tReT774 KS 2 | 1 S
Valuation of Ossett Cum Gawthorpe recotds followingt YR Ay W2 &aSLIK 2 KAUGIF 1 SN




The relationship between the above Joseph Whitaker and George Whitadwer about 1779

recorded in 1822 on Ossett Strastuneri Ay odzi AdG A& tA1Ste G2 0SS GKI
grandfatherDS 2 NAS Q& ¥ I (G KSNJ ¢ ledborhJhBud 1752 faréd martietidly 2 KA G I
Hemingway in 1777.

The Valuation Book records the field names, acreage (almost 200 acres) and rate payabdlarmd t
occupied by Joseph Whitaker. The field names and acreages can be compared with contemporary
records shown elsewhere (1711 Brudenell map) and studies undertaken by other historians (Richard
Df 23S NJ daSRA S @ llfossetyr&vnghip 2008)o@@uisano@firmsthat these fields
comprise the farm known today as Owlers Farm.

In 1771 the Summer session of the Yorkshire Assizes heard eoreceening a land dispute

between Joshus Haigh, of nearby Longlands, and Joseph Ingham. A plan of thegaestion was
presented in support of the case and this is shown overlBathe north of the Wakefield to

Dewsbury Road is (what appears to Bie)VhitakeQ & | AMz@stShere is an Isaac Whitaker in
Ossett around this time the map could almost asilyabe read as J Whitakers. In any event the 1775
Valuation record shows Joseph Whitaker in possession and both records confirm the farm was held
by the Whitaker familylf confirmation was needed the map also confirms that there was a house
located heren 1771.

The next reference to the farm holding is in 1711 when it is shown in a map of thagiyétled 6 A
map of the west pt.  of New Park in Dewsbury in the West Riding of the County of
York. Belonging to the Right Honourable George Earl of Cardigan 6

This 171Imap is also shown overleaf and shows the field names, acreages and tenancies. In so far as
Owlers Farm is concerned the area is tenanted by Mark Whittaker and comprises 190 acres.
Compared with the 199 acres shown in the 1775 Valuation.

This sggests that the Whitaker family occupied the farm from 1711 to about 1822 or 1830. In either

case the family tenanted the farm for more than 100 yedhe record suggests the order of

Whitaker tenancy was Marfthere in 1711)Josepli{1775)and Georgdabout 1822)and | suspect

there was another Whitaker between Mark and Joseph. Indeed since Ann Whitaker, daughter of

George, married Mark Stephenson in 1820 and occupied the farm from sometime in the
MYHNQAKkMyonQa dzyiGAft wmy c c Bkers ocCpigd e Ratmyfor av& 158+ RS (K I
years between 1711 and 1866.
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Map from a 1771 case heard in the Summer Sessions of the Yorkshire Assizes
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second reference reveals an early reference (1364) description of what may have been the area
currently comprising Owlers Farm.

6The STREETWCR1@®alker p. 102ptrethagWWCR1392, 1462, 1493treet Hagge8VCR184Le
Streeside WCR1608, 163& 1791; W1698 (Richard Whitley); W1727 (Mark Whitakefjeet Butts
W1698 (Rogger Hurst), DI761 (Glover), W1708 (Thomas Peace), "abuttingtogeyen the west
and Storegateon the north"- Named after théKinges'Street1525 survey, which is the
Wakefidd/Dewsbury Road, originally assumed but not yet proverbe a Roman road. In 1640 the
'street'was in 'grat decay'.a

CELLERSCHAGHSIRMB64- OUELERS CRORWBA709 Hiers (Earl of Cardjan estate plan)
1711, - Alder tree croft, coppice and stream (Smith), @N', Owlers farm todayg.

The followingreés NSy OS Aa GF 1Sy FTNRY 20t KAAG2NAI Y
1978 publication of the 1672 Hearth Tax for Wakefield.

GLY wmMccH t | NbyAB&SGhisllTaE10) aitéBf twod shillings on everyhearth or
stove h evely dwelling house, ataxthusknown as thehearth or chilnp.emyoney.tiwas regarded
as.an equitable tax iprinciple, but in practiceunfair to the poar and disliked onac@unt o the vists
of inspectiorby the collectors and the rigorous policies of thrmersof the tax,and it was aolished
very soon after the Gorious Revolution, being replacel in 1696 ty taxes o houses andvindowa ¢ @

AYRAOIFIGS&a +y SFENIé& 6mMooT0O

NByYy OS A &Medievhl&nd PastNeRiegal WA OKI NR Df

al NJ
NE 7

F Y R

¢KS mMcTH | SIENIK ¢FE NBO2NR T2NJ ahaaiaddéeé NBO2NRaA

which, with some othetaxpayers with the same number, is the highest in the Ossitt record. This
does not confirm Marke in occupation at Owlers but does indicate that he lived in a substantial
residence at that time.
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1711 Brudenell Estate map of New Parhvestpart. K2 6 Ay 3 al NJ 2 KA G(n]l SNRa 2
yellow) of 190 acres (see legerdm ) including Ellers and Brick Close at bottom left.




1711 Brudenell Estate map of New Parleastpart.




The Manor of Wakefield and The New Park

1066 and all that

Almost 1000 years ago land ownership in Ossett was largely the province of the privileged classes. In
those days this meant the Crown and those who the ruling monarch, Edward The Co(f€8sp
1066), wished to reward for their support and endeavours.

But things were about to change and when Edward died in 1066 there was an unseemly scramble to

claim the Throne. There were three contenders; Harold Godwinson Earl of Wessex, the Viking King

Harald Il of Norway and William of Normandy, affectionately known as William The Bastard due to

KA&d dzy OSNIFAY LI NByGlr3aISe Ly WIFydzad NBE mncc Ay | 002
was crowned King. His reign was to be short.

Neither William & Normandy nor Harald of Norway took kindly to being snubbed and the new King

Harold was forced to head north in late September 1066 to repel Harald of Norway who was

adzLIL2 NI SR 60é& (KS yS¢ YAy3aQa oOoNBGOKSNI ¢ 2odthita 3D | | FA
engage William of Normandy, who had arrived at Pevensey Bay with a French invasion force.

I FNRER glayQid (G2 o06S ljdZAdS a2 adz00Saa¥dAg 2y (KAa
battlefields and William of Normandy became William The Conquelemwas crowned William™1

of England on Christmas Day 1066. Not all though was plain sailing and it was six more years before
William was able to subjugate northern England. He did so by implementing a large scale and vicious
scorched earth policy aimest demoralising the local population by laying waste to much of the land

relied upon by the people for their survival.

The King stopped at nothing to hunt his enemies. He cut down many people and destroyed homes and
land. Nowhere else had he shown sucleltyu

To his shame, William made no effort to control his fury, punishing the innocent with the guilty. He
ordered that crops and herds, tools and food be burned to ashes.

More than 100,000 people perished of hunger.

I have often praised William in thiobk, but | can say nothing good about this brutal slaughter. God

will punish him.

8 Orderic Vitalis 11th centuri*
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The Lords of the Manor of Wakefield (108862). The Earls De Warrene.

Having forced the populace into submission William replaced the local Aaglsh lords with his

own Norman supporters. Soitwasthatthd & [ 2NR 2F (GKS aly2NJ 2F 2| (S
right hand man at Hastings, William De Warreddarl of Surrey. When William De Warrene died in

1088 the Manor was inherited by his descendants and held by eight generations of Warrenes for
another300 eventful years.

CKA& LISNA2R gta (2 aSS GKS RS 2| NNBySQa 0dzA f RA Y
with a stone Castle which was to be the seat of power for the Manor and sometime later the site of

the Battle of WakefieldThey also estaldhed three hunting parks; the Old Pattke southof the

town, the Outwood and the New Park in the west covering parts of Alverthorpe, Dewsbury and

Ossett

9OSNE FrYAfE& KIra I ofl 01 akKSSLI | ERI(1R§EI347Kbg 5SS 2 | N
then the Earl of Sussex in addition to the long held title of Earl of Surrey. As it turned out he was also

to be the last Earl de Warrene. When he was eighteen years of age John was married to the ten year

old Joan de Barr the grand daughter (some sosittave her as the daughter) of King EdwatdThe

marriage was childless but it is said that John De Warrene had many bastards and in 1316 he was ex
communicated by the Catholic Church for his adultery with Isabel de Halzshdlatilda de

Neirford of Catle Acre Norfolk.

John was forced to grant the Manor of Wakefield to his enemy Thomas Earl of Lancaster probably as
a result of his infidelity and ex communication. It was a short lived forfeiture for in 1317 he married
Matilda and he, and his two sonsdrhas and John, regained the rights to the Manor of Wakefield.

John, & Earl of Warrene and Earl of Surrey and Sussex died in 1347 and whilst his widow, Matilda
lived until 1360, their sons John and Thomasgeeeased her and, because there was no surgivi
male heir, the Manor reverted to the Crown in 1362.

The Lords of the Manor of Wakefield (13€629) The English Monarch

By 1362 Edward Ill had ascended to the Throne and he awarded the Manor of Wakefield to his son
Edmund de Longley (Edward Plantagémeto was also the Earl of Cambridge and Duke of York.

He was succeeded by Richard Il (:33%9) who died mysteriously in Pontefract Castle. The House
of Lancaster then became peaminent with Henry IV (1399413), Henry V (1418422) and Henry

VI (14221461) ruling until the House of York took the Crown in 1461. This period saw Edward IV
(1461-1483) Edward V (1483) Richard Il (1:4485;killed at Bosworth). The House of Tudor then
succeeded to the Throne seeing Henry VII (1839), Henry VIl (1568647) Edward VI (1547

1553) Queen Jane (1553), Mary | (18%5%8) and Elizabeth | (158%03).

The House of Stuart then reigned through James |(1&2%) ( aka James VI of Scotland) and

Charles | (1625L649)until his beheading in 1649; 20 years earli&tG629 he had sold the Manor of
Wakefield in part settlement of a debt. The Commonwealth was declared on 19 May 1649 and Oliver
Cromwell presided as Lord Protector (16B868) followed by Richard Cromwell (165859).

Charles Il was King from the Restoratiiorl660.
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The Lords of the Manor of Wakefield (1629700) Henry Rich, Sir Gervase Clift&,
Christopher ClaphamTheDuke of Leeds, Baron Conyers and the Earl of Yarborough

The Manor remained in Royal hands untiiSeptember 1629 when Charle¥dranted it toHenry

Rich1® Earl of Hollandwww.pepysdiary.comp/5612.php) in part settlement of a debt of £25,000.

| SYNBEX 02NY | 62dz2i mpyd ¢6la GKS aSO2yR &az2y 27F (K
AN OS FyR az2f ARAI( & eicestdrshiteMhd asStvIgenyedanlofidhe | Yy a't
Bedchamber to Charles, Prince of Wales he was created Earl of Holland in about 1624.

5dzZNAyYy 3 GKS 21N o6SigSSy GKS YAy3a FYyR tINXIAFYSYG |
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years later in 1648 he again took up arms for King Charles. He had changeuldigrrttie last time

and he was captured by the Parliamentary forces at St Neots in 1648 and was beheaded on 9

March 1648 before Westminster Hall London.

In those turbulent times the sensible aristocracy took measures to safeguard their wealth. Perhaps
foreseeing his vacillations and subsequent undoing Henry had put matters in hand some years

before his untimely death. On 30November 1630 Thomas Leeke, by the direction of Henry, Earl of

Holland, conveyed the Manor of Wakefield to Robert Leeke andlaWviSwanscoe in trust for the
RoyalistSirGervase CliftonKnight and baronet of Clifton Co. Notts and Penelope, his first wife and

| SYNEQa RIdAKGSNP ¢KS O2yaARSNIGAZ2Y LI AR G2 | Sy~
Penelope by Charles Blount EafrDevonshire.

The Clifton family had been seated at Clifton since the time of Jafh&iriGervase Clifton (1586

1666) was created a baronet in1612 shortly after he was High Sherriff of Nottingham. In July 1661
Clifton conveyed the Manor t8ir Chrisbpher Claphamin 1674 a Royal Warrant was directed to

the Solicitor General to prepare a bill for settling upon the Queen Consort, the second wife of James
I, married 2¥ November 1673. The sum was to be £1236 16s 1d to be paid out of the fee farms of
the certain places, among others:

The Manor of Wakefield .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..£3030s11d
The New Park there .. .. .. .. . .. . . . .£19 8s&d
TheOldPark .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .E20 0s Od

The demesne of Sandal called Haloitha .. .. .. £4 16s 0d
WakefieldMills .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. £500s 0Od

oLl A& AyGSNBadAy3ad GKIFG GKéhdthedvofParks. TRSshighests thabiylthiNtaiethe @ A G K
ownership of the Manor may be different to the ownership of the Parks and the Mills. Certainly by 1711 the New Park is
AK2gy a GoSt2y3Aay3dée (2 DS2NEHS . NUZRSy Stz 9FNIXI 2F /FNRAII Yy

[Also of interest here is that Robert Leeke (born circa 1600) had a son and grandson each named Gervase Leeke. The
grandson had a daughter called Barbara Leeke who was to marry the Reverend James Haigh, the Minister of Horbury St
t S SNXkad a soRobert Haigh, the likely owner of Hags Farm in the early part of thel_hL&Century. The Leeke

family were of Halom in Notts and their relationship with Clifton, wihis thought brought Leeke with him from Notts to
assist in the work of the Manor of Wefield may provide a clue to means by which Robert Haigh came by Haggs Farm.
Robert Leeke was subsequently appointed a trustee for the Manor of Wakefield]
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The Lords of the Manor of Wakefield (17€®26) Duke of Leeds, Baron Conyers and the
Earl of Yarboragh

By Indenture dated2June 1700 Sir Christopher Clapham conveyed the Manor to Thomas, first
Duke of Leedsa title created in 1694 for the prominent statesman Thomas Osbotiéatquis of
Carmarthen. The Manor remained in his farifjil the sixth Duke of Leeds settled the Manor in
trust on heirs of his only daughter, the Lady Charlotte Mary Anne Georgiana whd‘di&21826
married Sackville Walter Lane Fox, third son of James Lane Fox of Bramham Park. Their son, Sackville
Georgelane Fox, on the death of his uncle the seventh Duke of Leeds bec8rBarkh Conyers

on 4" May 1859. On his death in 1888 the barony of Conyers fell into abeyance, which was
terminated in favour of his elder daughter, Marcia Amelia Mary as Barondsmugbnberg and
Conyers on September 29903. The baroness married the foulfarl of Yarborouglon 5" August
1886 and they became Lord and Lady of the Manor of Wakefield. Lady Yarborough died in 1926.
5Q! ND& h & agsN)i thé R snd last Dike of Leeds having died without issue in 1964.

Some Stewards of the Manor of Wakefietd

William FitzRaverof Hatfield Hall near Wakefield acted as William de Warrene's [Warenne] steward
for the manor of Wakefield 1481159.

William de Horburyseneschal [steward] todd William de Warrene about 1240

Ralph de Horburyvas steward to &l John de Warrene the 7th Earl Warenne & Suaiegut 1250
Alexander Lucawas the stewardluring the time of John the 7th Earl \8farrene 12741277

John de Ravensfeddater in the year of 1274.

Sir Thomas Cokie 1284 & 1285[Also rector of Dewsbury 1292293.]

Richard de Heydo@25th November 128PWN.C.R.]

1297 John de Doncastre

Henry de Welddde la Welde/de la Waldd]315

John de Burtordescribed in April 1322 as the late steward of Wakefield

Sir Simon de Baldreston

John de Trehamptonl1327

Sir Simon de Baldrestdn1330

John de Trehamptomgain in 1331.

Jom de Grenegatenentioned 25th October 1331.

Sir Simon de Baldrestdnrecorded again on thel5th Dec.1331 and later in 1336 & 1337.
John de Donecastfaecorded again as steward in 1302 and in 332

William de Skargill se1332

Sir John de ElandlalsoHigh Sheriff of Yorkshire 1341

Sir John Savile, Baron Pontefract, Viscount Savilas high steward of the Wakefield Manor and
custodian of Sandal Castle for life. Sir John was also a High 8h¥dfkshire in 1455 and 1461

*Source;www.midgeleywebpages.corstewards
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The New Park, The Saviles ahlde Earl of Cardigan

The Manor of Wakefield includethree Hunting Parks called The Old Park (to the south of the City)

The New Park (to the west incorporating parts of Alverthorpe and North Ossett) and the Outwood.

Since these Hunting Parks had been constructed for the Lord of The Manor it seems reasmnabl

assume that they were always in his ownership. The New Park bordered the north side of the

Wakefield to Halifax Turnpike Road, an area known today as Flushdyke, incorporating, amongst

others, 12 farm holdings including Lodge Hill, Tufty (Le ToftePDavldrs Farm. In total the New Park

comprised 1300 acres. How was it then that at least one of those parks, the New Park, was shown in
amapdated171las. St 2y IAy3a (G2 (GKS wAIK(IG 12/ 2dz2NF 6f S DS2N

The answer lies in the relationshiptlaeen the Cardigans of Northamptonshire and one of the
several branches of the Savile family of Yorkshire. On or about 1 June 1668 Francis Brudenell
married Frances Savile, the gradadughter of Sir John Savile of Howley Hall Morley. At the time of
their marriage the Saviles were in possession of the New Park and the union between Francis and
Frances brought it within the Brudenell/Cardigan ownership.

Development of parts of the City bEedsand other areas in Yorkshiower the last 400 years is
bound upwith the history of theBrudenelland Savilefamilies, who were major landowners. The
Saviles were granteldndaround Kirkgll Abbey by Elizabeth | ardso held considerable areas
elsewhere in Yorkshird heyplayed a major pa in the development of éeds andSir John Savile,
Knight, was a royal courtier who became the first Leeds Alderman in 1626.

The Brudenells were based at Deene Park in Northamptonshire, and became the Eardigén

after the Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660. These two fasiwere united in 1668 by the

marriage of Francis Brudenell and Frances Savile. This marriage brought the Savile lands in,Yorkshire
including The New Park in WakefieMthin the orbit of the Earls oCardigan.

Although both families owned consideraldesas, both were seriously in debt. Thieindwas

extensively leased or mortgaged, often on complex and convoluted terms. The constant need to
service debts and increase yields were one of the driving forces behaithdustrial development

of their land ownerships Subletting broke up the great estates and malded accessible to people

of lesser means. The intricate legal agreements later become a barrier to further development, since
it was no longer clear who owned tiend. In 1835 a private Actf@arliament was necessary to

resolve these issues.

But how and when did the Saviles first own the Wakefield New Park?
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The Savile Family of Howley Hall Morley

There were several branches of the Savile family in Yorkshire but the relevant branishhistibry
is the Saviles of Howley Hall, an illegitimate line from the Thornhill Saviles.

Sir Henry Savile (149%58) was the father of the illegitimate

Sir Robert Savile (d 1585) was the father of

Sir John Savile (158%630) was the father of

Sir Thomasavile (15941660) was the father of

Frances Savile (died 1695) who married Francis Lord Brudenell whose family were Earls of Cardigan

George Brudenell,"3Earl of Cardigan was the son of Frances Savile and Francis Lord Brudenell

WhenFrances Savilkend Francis, Lord Brudenell married in 1668 she had not yet inherited the

estates, which included Wakefield New Park, of her fatBarThomas Savi{@5901660). She was

to do so three years later in 1671 when her only brother, James, passed away at aageunbhe

(I @AfSa K2YS |G 12¢6€tS8S@ 11ttt ySI N Sirdohh Seile K R 0
1590. Sir Thomas'®Baron Savile (created 1628) aritiBarl of Sussex(created 1644), and his

second wife Lady Anne Villiers also lived at HoudaV.

In addition to Frances they had a male child, James, Earl of Sussex but he died young in 1671 having
buried his infant son, also James, in 1670. On the death of James in 1671 the Howley line ended and
the Manor of Morley passed to the Thornhill bich of the Saviles. However the Wakefield New

Park and Howley Hall remained with this branch of the Saviles (ie Frances) and subsequently the
Cardigans and in 1730 it is said that the Earl of Cardigan ordered the demolition of Howley Hall; it is
thought to avoid rising maintenance costs of the house.

Sir John Savile (158630)1% Baron Savile of Pomfret, was the first Alderman or Mayor of Leeds
when it was incorporated as a borough by Charles I in 1626. He built his home at Howley Hall which
gained thefollowing accoladé G KS Y I 3y A Tillkedhi®afeibraich of the Shviles kthgugh
08 I RRNBaa FyR O2daNI &aSNBAOS (KSe& 2dziadNRALLSR

Howley Hall (from an old Engraving).
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Howley cost £100000 in 1590 which equates to a staggering £16,500,000-ett worth. Sir John

was a man of national standing and JJ Cartwright in his Chapters of Yorkshire Histaryi s&y8

foremost Yorkshireman in the early part of the reign of James | was undoubtedly Sir John Savile of

| 2 ¢ f. Bedwés keeper of the rolfsr the West Riding; High Steward of Pontefract Wakefield and

Bradford; an MP for the County; a trustee of Batley Grammar school and a Governor, some say

founder, of Wakefield Grammar School. He died at Howley on 31 August 1630 and following an
Inquisitionof his estates in1631it was certified that he held 0 KS Y I y 2 N&,Batlgéy | SI RA y 3f
Morley, East Ardsleywoodchurch and Gildersome and atsstain lands known as thidew Park of

Wakefield situate in several parishes towns places of Wakefield Dewgl\lverthorpe and Ossett;

GKS NBOGI2NE 2F 222ROKdAzZNOKTEF FFOoNAROF FSNNI NRI I 1y
and streams connected with the said for@avile also held six corn mills and one fulling mill in his

several manors.

Sir Jbin Savile was married, on 20 November 1586, to Elizabeth Carey the daughter of Sir Edward
Carey who was the chief steward of the Manor. At this time the Lord of the Manor was Queen
Elizabeth | and she placed it under the jurisdiction of the Duchy of Linc@arey was also an

officer of the Duchy of Lancaster and perhaps significantly a distant cousin of the Queen.

{ AN W2KyQa FI G§KSNJ I yR SicRubeyt Sdvikeiad 1388)RHeliegitighadd y R T I G K S N
beloved son oSir Henry Savile of Thoithl(14991558) and a waiting woman named Margaret

Barkston (or Barlaston). Sir Henry and his wife, Elizabeth Sotehill of Dewsbury, had a son Edward

Savile (d 1604) who was adjudged to be imbecile. Consequently the Howley Saviles were the

illegitimate brarch of the Thornhill Saviles, who nevertheless did rather well. But their roots were at

Thornhill as evidenced by Sir Henry Savile the father of the illegitimate Robert. It was Robert who

bought the Howley estate in 1578 where he began to build Howlettdlivas completed by his

son in 1590. He was knighted in 1583 two years before his death.

Sir Henry was High Sherriff of Yorkshire 2837&nd an important man in the reign of Henry VIII.

Henry was the only son of Sir John Savile of Thornhill (died tB@b)vas also High Sherriff of

Yorkshire in 1486, the year of the Battle of Boswell. He succeeded his grandfather, also Sir John (died
about 1482), as Steward of Wakefield. This Sir John Savile was High Sherrif of Yorkshire 1455 and
1461 and MP for Yorkskirl450 and 1467 anal K S cliéf steward of the manor of Wakefield

connectel with which office was the custody of the castle of Sandal. The castle became his occasional
residence where he died on the morrow of the feast of St Basil 1482. He was caotggh th

2 1STFASER YR &dzY LI diedpartiedl AliceciéRabidhterlofiSir WikignNYy KA £ f €
Gascoigne of Gawthorpe.There are other Saviles in this line (Thomas, Henry, John and John died
1353) but none appear to have a connection with Wakefield.

Evdence ofthe precise datevhen the Saviles became owners of the New Park is spagethey

26ySR Al 0@ wmc obstatédlfghiditibn)VSding 45{ydad &afli& @ 4586 Sir John

married Elizabeth Carey and the position of her father (Sir Eciv@arey) as chief steward of the

Manor, and a distant cousin of the Queen suggests the period 13881 as a distinct possibilitgf
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branches of the Saviles workg land in the Park before this but no evidence of ownership.

Moreover the Manor,which had reverted to the Crown in 1362 when the last of the De Warennes
died, was sold to Sir Henry Rich by King Charles | (in part settlement of a debt) in September 1629.
Was the New Park stripped out of this saté the Manorand granted for services renderedp Sir
Edward Carey or his son in law, Sir John Savile around this time?
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The Brudenells and Earls of Cardigan

Thomas Brudenelllst Earl of Cardigan (1583663) father of
Robert Brudenell, 2ndEar! of Cardigan (16071703) father of

Francis, Lord Brudenell (died 1698 predeceasing his father) married Frances Savile in1668.
Frances inherited the New Park 1671. They were the parents of

George Brudenell| the 3rd Earl bCardigan (1685.732)son of Francis and Frances who is
shown as the owner of New Park in 1711.

It is known then that in 1711 the New Park belonge@torge Brudenell, the 3rd Earl of Cardigan
(1685MTOoHUOT GKS NBadzZ G 27T Krade tofFraficé&sSailie oGaidutyl OA & . NHzR
June 1668.

At the time of his marriage Francis, Lord
Brudenell, had not succeeded to the Cardigan tit
and because he prdeceased his father Robert,
the 2 Earl, he never would. Francisyrd
Brudeneliwas a Jacdte, who had been
imprisoned in the Tower of London for four yearg
for high treason. He died in 1698 and his wife
Frances (nee Savile) died in 1695.

Francis and Frances had four children; three girl;
and one boy, George. One of the girls, Frances
(16731Top 0 0SOFYS FI Y2dza
OANDES 2F (GNAOFRSa Ay
primary lover being Lady Allen. Frances was
bisexual, twice married and mother of two.. She
was portrayed, in a satire by an alleged creditor,
as a promiscuousigexual witch and lesbian

b

4 Earl of Cardigan

P
named Myra. George Brudenell
CNJ} yOA & . NURBeEddénIz2ndEarliofiCartigan (160703)was the son of

ThomasBrudenellst Earl of Cardigan (1583%63). Thomas Brudenellas azealougroyalist and

suffered badlyin the Civil WarHe gave Charles héincial supporand Charles Il rewarded him with
the creation of theEarldom of @rdigan on 20 April 1661, follomg the Restoration.

George became the8™ Earl of Cardigam 1703 following the death, at 96, of his grandfather
Robert.When George succeeded his grandfather as Earl of Cardigan on 16 July 1703 haguas liv
Rome but came home in 1708e renouncediis Roman Catholic faith in 1708 converted to the

Church of England, took his seat in the House of Lords and married Lady Elizabeth Bruce by whom he
had six children. He held the office of Master of the Backtds between 1712 and 1715 to Queen

Anne and to King George |. George Brudenell died, aged 46, of a nosebldeduy 5732.
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Consequently, even though Frances Savile inherited the New Park on the death of her brother James

in 1671 it would be 1698, wimehis father died, before George, then Lord Brudenell, inherited the

New Park. He did not become the Earl of Cardigan until 5 years later in 1703. It is supposed then that
between 1671 and 1703 the Brudenells would have been the New Park awher8ruderlls aka

the Earls of Cardigan were to hold most of the New Park for 200 years between 1671 and 1889. Parts
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But the Earls of Cardigan were to be remembered, not for their sumddhe King during the Civil

War or for their ownership of the Wakefield New Park, important though it was. Instead their name
is known for the part played by thé"Earl of Cardigan in the Crimea War and the Charge of The
Light Brigade. George Bruddhg 6851732), it will be recalled was thé*Earl of Cardigan and he
inherited the New Park from his father Francis who had married Frances Savile in 1668. George
married Lady Elizabeth Bruce and they had 6 children includingthed 5" Earls of Caligan

(George became™Earl on the death of his father in 1732 and when George died in 1790, his
brother James became thd'Earl)

Both George and James died without leaving a male heir and when James died in 18116fe title
Earl of Cardigapassedo his nephew and keen cricketer Robert Brudenell (:I887). He played

for the Marylebone Cricket Club between 1790 and 1793. He was also the father®¥ Eael of
Cardigan, James Thomas Brudenell (1¥868).

James Thomas is known for his catashiecgcommand during the Crimean War when he led the
Charge of the Light Brigade at the Battle of Balaclava. It is said that he typified the popular
conception of the snobbish, arrogant, baheaded and incompetent aristocrat of the period but it

is also sali that this belied his genuine bravery and generosity.

Either way he was the owner of the Wakefield New Park at the time of Charge of the Light Brigade
on 25 October 1854 though it is doubtful that the collection of rents from his New Park tenants was
uppermost in his mind on that fateful day.

James Thomas Brudenell, th® EFarl of Cardigan is noteworthy for many other notorious incidents

too frequent to be related here but his personal life was not without incident. He was to woo,

Elizabeth Tollemache Wostone, the wife of his friend shortly after their wedding in 1824. This was

to cost Cardigan £1000 damages paid to her husband following their subsequent divorce. Mr
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heeding the comments of his former friend Cardiganmarried Mrs Johnstone in 1826. It was not to be

a happy marriage and by 1837 they had separated thougi tlever divorced. Elizabeth died in

1858 and Cardigan married for a second time later that year, to Adeline de Horsey. But even in this
Brudenell achieved greater notoriety by conducting an affair with Adeline as his wife was dying.
Adelinewassociallyisolated, particularhafter Cardigan's death in 1868.

He was succeeded in the same year by Sir George William Frederick Brudenell Bruce who became

the 8" Earl of Cardigan (180%878) He was the Great Grandson of George Brudenell thezg! of
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Cardiga mentioned in the New Park estate map of 1711. He died without issue and was succeeded

by his brother Sir Ernest Augustus Charles Brudenell Bruce-{B&B) who became the"®Earl in

1878. George William Thomas Brudenell Bruce (18881) and Henry Augtus Brudenell Bruce

(18421911) were respectively the fand 11" Earls.
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June 1889 offering the whole of the 1300 acre New Park and other land fdaysalection in 45

lots.

It is not certain how much of the estate was sold at this auction but it is known that at least one of
the holdings, Owlers Farm remained unsold until 1923. At that time George William James Chandos
BrucenellBruce (18731961) was 12 Earl of Cardigan and thd'8arquis of Ailesbury. The f4arl

of Cardigan, Michael Sydney Cedric BrudelAalce was born in 1926.
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