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Introduction

Ossett Spa Mill is situated on Spa Lane in South Ossett. The area in which the Mill is located is
known as Ossett Spa deriving its name from the Spa waters that are said to be common thereabouts.
For the purpose of this studiyhe Spa is thatreawhich is bordered on the north by Manor Road, on

the west by Sa Lane on the east by the Mibd on the south byhe Horbury/Ossett Parish

boundary. By way of contexthis researchalsoincludes the areadjacent to The Spa just beyond

Manor Road to the nolt andonce known, albeit brieflyas Little lrrogate and Montpelier Gardens

The extasion of the research of Spa Milb include the whole of Ossett Spall provide some
context for the history and development 8jpa Lane an@ssett Spa Malwhich is he main subject
of this study.The area referred to in what follows is shown in the following map from 1890
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Ossett Spa in Mps 177601933

There is an early map, Jefferies of abdd67/70, which shows avindmill and an enginein the

vicinity of Ossett Spa, though it would not have been known by this name in 1767. This map is shown
below but as the reader will note its scale leaves something to be desired in the context of detailed
research. Nevertheless the symbah the map are in the area of the Spa can be seen by the
Ossett/Horbury boundary stream running east to west just below the symblodsfatct that they

appear on the map indicate their importance at the time. They would be significant developments

and landmarks in the 18Century and there is merreference to thiater.
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Jefferies Map 1767/1770 showing Engine and Windmill in the area of Ossett Spa
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Maps of suitable scale to assist detailed research did not really emerge urililésn

2008 Richard Glover published his b@ok S R Aa8d@®bst Medievaldndscape of Ossett

¢ 2 ¢ y awkighlidcludes a map of Ossett showing key routes through the Township and
the southern section of this map, which indes the Sparaa,is shown ovdeaf.

The map shows the area of Ossett Spa in the south east corner of Ossett Township located
in an area once known &3ssett Lightand bordering Horbry Lights and Thornes. The
following extractsF N2 Y a NJ D ttell @oS¢tfiing of the exrfier biory of the locality
which will explain why it was probable that there was little development in the Spa area
much earlier than the 18century.

Ossett was just one of 57 townships in the Manor of Wakefield which stretched intermittently
from the Lancshire border in thevest to Normanton in the ea3the manoriakbystem had been
introduced into England by the AngiBaxors and wa well established ypNorman time. The
earliest known records of Ossett appear in the Norman commissioned Domesday Boék of 108
Thissurvey tellsus a considerable amount about the Issape andstates that there were 31/2
carucates of arable land in Gsett townshipwhich wa anything betveen 106 - 20% of the

total area This was estimated to be ploughedtivtwo teams of eigloxen and would probably

be worked in the immediate area of both Ossett and Gawthorpe and of the outlyisteadne
This can be seen on the mapm the fields adjacent to the centre of the settlesnent

The popudtion of the township in 1086 watatedasseven families4 villeinsand 3

bordars, making a total of 35 or more, but would also have a number of 'senaiihcluded irthe
survey, whowould work the lan@nd help manage theoodland. This was a small

community fosucha large areaof land, someof it being retained ®the lordwhich did not éed

the pasants.

The Domeday Bookalso tells us that the township of Osett had'half a leggue ofwoodland
pastureand as much broadpossiblyas little as 106 of the total aea, if we candke thke boundries
to bethe sameasin the 14thcentury. Therewere otler areas of trees, opses (hagys- coppce

with palingsto prevent aninal entry), with some tresleft as dandard andsmall woods such as
Owld Shaw and nany trees around the #ld edge left befoie they were cleared that did na@ppea
on the survey. Sowe @n see thegreat mgjority of woodland had been cleaedwell before 1086.
What vasleft was well ranaged.

The termwoodland @mgure refas to the ype d land nanagement tht combined th growing

of trees with the grazing of stock. The anirasfed on tre grassand plans, browsed the leaes ard
foragedfor acornsand beeh nus. The tiees vere dten polardedabove theanimal height. Nev
branches would replace the cut ones which allowed sunlight doan to the wabdland floorgiving rise
to the name'the Lights. Os<ett Lights with a total 254 acrg[4] (103 hectares) watypical d this
common land.

The commaners (villagers) were granted rights ofgsture for pgs and geneal rightsto collect
small wood for fuel fencirg and buildirgs. Ay mineral rights dayed with the lord of the @nor.
These customs went ack wel before the Norman Conquetand kged in Ossét Lights almost
entirely until afer the Enclosure Act of 180%cept for a numbe of small encleuresmade in the
17thand 18th enturies By 1709 The.ights had ten teants for houses and small areasof land and
onecolliery.



Medieval and Post Medieal Landscape of Ossett Tovlap (part). Richard Glover 2008



The earlist map showing The Spa in any desihe Manorof Wakefield Estatenap of aboutl 790

when the area was shown as a part of Os@dtmon. Thismap 6 St 2 60 aK2éa | Gw2dzy
the westof the area of thisstudy arld & { G S| Y 9y 3 AThe@dvy line2towdrés$he S & G @
bottom of the map is a streargwhich still exists in 2010) and this was also the boundary between

the administrative districts of Horbury and Ossett.

LN
> Q
i %1
rd r \‘
2 S
i ¥ -~
{ \|..
o5 \
¢ 3_] ]
u" n . ¥ |
{J garl Mok ( ’
1 e ) |
- 4 » L
e ke
o o d o \ 104
m - “ —
- ‘1
-
¢
s - .
L 0 M M 0 N
I S I w "
) -~
|
A
\ / Bovws 1k O Hlaare
) \-v-\ <
l'g_ii“'"
{ 1 N /\\ I
v I 2N ‘ ?-‘.
o - @ P P
— T " (ot T e | i
R f v r y: o -
Ny e o Cewr G L. X
|| & =
o . gy Y &
[ H ) R ! -
¥
| v N | | l ",_f

To assist the reader in the interpretation of the map the top right hand cameiaggs Hill Road of
today (2010).Directly below is akge irregular rectangular enclosunénich was known (1813) as
Paupers ParkThis is shown as Field number 176 on the 1890 map and is situated to the south west
of the junction of Manor Road arf8pa Street. An early reference to Paupers Park is in the Ossett
Inclosure Orde1813 whenthe ownership of the parksin the name of the Overseers of the Poor of
Osset.



Immediately below Paupef®ark is a small enclosuincluding a buildingn thisresearch this

building is referred to ag/hinfield Houser Whinfield Placesituated todayto the west of Whinfield

Terrace. Théiouse may haveecome the home of Edward Dews sothef S Ay G KS S| NX & wm)
Dews one time grocenvas the builder of Whinfie Terrace, Dews Row (opposite The Fleece) and

he was the owner of Spa Mills from alidl865 until his death in 1890 when his sons Ezh an

Frederick took over théousiness. The Dews family also had intereststtier land on the Spa and

also inthe Fleee and The Spa publhouses but more of this later.

Directly to the east of Whinfield Housen the 1790map,is a small enclosure with two buildings one
of which is liket to be The Fleece though records do not show this to have hdsrer house in

1790 Adjacentand to the northof The Fleecds another building which is situated where Ginns
(Hope) Mill was to be locatesbme time laterTo the north of this is another enclosure again with a
building. This is immediately to the east of PaupPark andoday it 5 home to an old single storey
g2NJ] SNDRa O 2novi(RoACRonveked O K stabla.

The features described above still exist today (201) R 6 A (1 K 9 Yan$theRauidHousa A f f
they may have been the ongvidence of occupation heiia the 18" century.

A Steam Engines shown to the south east of Paupers Park and this would have been situated at
9YYSNBE2YQa aAiff oy2¢ 1y26y Fa {LINAYIFASER aiffvd
study.A second Steam Engine is showst jacross the Horbury boundaiheRound Housshown

in the 1790map above can also be seen in the 189 shown earlier. Reference to that map

shows a small round feature at where Field number 82 abuts Field number 86.

Medieval and Post Medieval Landpe of Ossett (Richard Glover 20@®scribes this Round House
as follows;

GThis would have been a stone or bridkuture....... and wouldprobably have beerbuilt in the
early 18" Century. This mill was called a round house and the field name Whynngyginn
(windmill engine) in the 1843 Tithe Award (By this time the mill was not in use)The mill would
possibly have been used for pumping water for the colliery of William Naylor, mergwin the
1709 Wakefield Minor book. The name remains today as (nbgj Whinfield Terrac® €

b2 A0KAGEFYRAY3I  1L2aaArAotS ftGSNYIFGABS YSIyAy3 2
Cyclopedia 1821 1843 Tithe Award referred oy’ w A O K Is bidekabde thaugasIde field

YIYS G2Keyy Deyé He adladest NE:Tithd Awartl iap is ack réptoluced in

this research but the three fields with this description are shown on the 1890 map as fields 86, 64

and 63. hese fieldsnclude or are adjacento, the Round lduse feature shown in the map.

Researclin 2010suggests that the Round House could have besinucture built to drive a pump

to drain water from coal seams beloW so it is likéy that it was associated with!  O2f A SNE 2y |
Comon( called Lights in Osdarmed by Joseph Naylor p(er) Leaader the yearly rent of 10sls

mentioned in the 1709 Manor BooRirectly to the east of the RodnHouse site are 3 fids called

Drain @ose in the 1843 Tithe Award. Thisareatidk S y I YS ahaaSad /2YY2y 5NI
Inclosure Order. These namgsggesthat ,if there was a small colliery herénen it would have

required pumping mechanisms to remove water.



The rext map to show the Spa areatise Ossett Inclosure Act of 1807 and the consequent Inclosure
Order(and ma) of 1813 The Act was sponsored by most of the major landowne@ssett with
the objective of replacinthe strip farming of lanavith enclosed fields (enclosures) which were a
more economi@nd efficientmethod of farming. The outcome was a major shalp of land
ownership in Ossett with those with land gjeg more and the Order signalled the eafistrip
farming and the use afommonlandfor grazing and croppingy those who were less well off. The
Act and Order had particular effect on South Osfmtthere was much common land hergéhus the
descriptions of areas in South Ossett such@s Commorfbroadly the land bounded by South
Parade, Manor Road and Teall Stre€¥sett Middle Commdrbroadly Park Square/ Giggal Hill
area) and adjacent areakenoted by the description Commonside and Common End. Hodewvas
known as Ossett Commas shown in the earlier 17%akefield Manor Estate map.

The 1813 Order detailed land ownershipgluding land allotted in the Inclosure Ordand also
describal the width and names of roadsd the responsibilities attaching to land owners in terms of
maintenance of fencing, hedging, stregmells and so on. In so far as The Spa is concerned Spa
Lane at that time was known as Emmerdditi Road (because the rdgrovided access to

9 YY S NA 2 ¢row Spangfieltl Mi)l Spa Street is called Horbury Rqadmetimes Ossett and
Horbury Roadand Manor RoadBaptist Lane is recorded as Wakefield Bridle R@dse map of the
Order is large and the original copy candifficult to read but a copy of the relevant partstbé

map is reproduced overleaf . Land allotments and sizes (in ARoegisPerches) are shown in the
maps.

Ly SEFYAYIGA2Y 2F GKS &Y |thakir1818 yohntakdPDavid Fidrfesd dzNB  h N
owned much of the land to the east of Spa Street includmighEmmersof Mill (now Springfield

Mill). He also ownedand up toand including land angremises where the The Fleece public house

now stands. Ajacent to this stands DavidrinersorQ2 @wnership where Ginns Mill stood. In the

1890mapthis Mill was known as Hope MilLater in this study there is more about The Fleece and

Ginm & . @thet dwnerships on this side 8pa Street include Mark Scott who waadescendant of

the Scotts of Scottsard on Giggle Hikind the Wilby family who were also of Giggle Hill and Low

Common.

The 1813 Inclosure Order map also shows Pas{frark (dark shadednd land ownerships in the
name of William Naylor includirignd opposite The Fleece where Whinfifldrrace now stands.

Naylor also has ownerships to the south of Spa Lane (Emmerson Mill Road on thé rappgars

that William Craven owned the land on which (one of) the Spa baths was built and he also owned
the land where Spa Millvas to be builtsome time laterCraven and Naylor owned ntasf the rest

of the landon the southsideof Emmerson Mill Road3pa Langexcept for a small strip owned by
Reverend MinisteMatthew Dixonand by John Burdek&nd othersat the end of Spa Lane before it
turned right and headed north towards Manor Road. The Burdekins of courselbveetitknown in
Ossett and eve200 years ago they were basket makdrs.the west of Burdekins are two very
narrow strips of land one of which was allotted to Timothy Lebgsquently named Timothy Lee
Croft) and the other to Andrew Pilkington. There is more about the Timothy Lee holding later in this
study.

10



Ossett Inclosure Order 1818Map(part) showing Ossett Sp&treet

t | dzLJS NR Qt (ddk shadadptihi ®psof'the map at the south west of the junction

between Horbury Road (now Spa Street) and Wakefield Bridle Road (Manor Road). Emmerson Mill is
shown at bottom right opposite Emmerson Mill Roaw Spa Lane)The Fleece stands near the
YIEYS a5F@AR 9YYSNE2YE 2y GKS YI Lo
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Ossett Inclosure Order 1813 Map (part) showing Spa Lane ownerships
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1850 beforethe first Ordnance Survey map is prepared and publisfiéd is shown overleaf. It is however

worth taking stock of how things were in the Spa area around 1800. The major feature at that time was
9YYSNE2Y Qa aAf f techndldgy of theidayQakiigihdvshiage HRHe Sater flow from Spring

Beck (or Lights Becldnd elsewhere.Mining was apparent with the Round House windmill pumpidgsett

Common Draitwater from undergroundcoalseams. Evidence elsewhere suggests 8 waters were

beginning to emerge as an attraction to the area kegidential accommodation was limitéd a few houses

mainly around Springnd and Spa Lan€here were goodransport routes east andiest via the important

WakefieldBridle Road(Manor Road/Baptist Laneggnd south to Horbury ashnorth alongthe High RoadTeal

Town Roadjo Leeds at Lights Bridge (Haggs Hill Road) OK I NRa DR BSARNE +yR t2ad aSRA
[ FYR&aOF LIS 27T imakeés Sdrd reférehde yodhikse hid other tradeites and the importance of

the crossing of the Lights Beck (ie Spring Beckighits Bridgey(2 ¢ G KS | 3348 1 Aff w2l Rk¢Slh

12



1850 Ordnance Survey map showing the Ossett Low Common, The Spa and Spring End

The 18® map reflects signs of emerging development in the first 50 years of fﬂedﬂlury. Ginns Mill is
shown to the north of The Fleece Inn aBdsett Spis recordedfor the first time,on the north side of
Emmerson Mill Road which now carries the name ISpee. Other buildings can be seen on that the eastern
end of Spa Lanbéut they are not named in the magt is likely these are dweliingsid some mapave been
assaiated with the local spa baths which are established by 183uilding is also shawat the western end

of Spa Lane butire is no gidence of Spa MillEmmersons Mill is known as Spring End afitl t has a
chimney. Wells & recorded opposite the Fleeca the land which is now Whinfield Terrace and another Well
is recorded at SprinEnd. Housing still appears to be sparse and is concentrated at Springd&Sga Lane
withonly2 KAy FA St R | 2 dza SotlagéRpedrikKgBlsewharélJ\ Bulid@iis showto the north of
Baptist Lane which maylibe Baptist Church.
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1890 Ordnarce Survey Map Haggs Hil! to Spring End including Lgv Common |
2 A :

s
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By 1890the Industrial Revolution is aking itsmark on Ossett Spa. There are now three
mills and a dyeworké&Springfield Dyehouse south of Spa MdRing advantage of
technology andhe wate supply from local springs and the Spring or Lights Beck which
flows through the areaEmmerson Milbecame Spring End Mill by 1850 and is now known
as Spring Field Mills. It retains that name in 2@&ihns Mill has becomidope Mill (Mungo)
Others havealsotaken advantage of théocalwaters butthe proposals to create a New
Harrogate, Cheltenham or Montpelier Gardens have been and gone. Ho®Bpuadiouse
6SIHad 27F GKS oxmdiBpgehadheatd) KnitheYSpa Batlis remain and there
areotheNJ NEBYAYRSNER 2F ¢KI G YAIKIG KIFIFS 0SSy KIFR
Townbeen successful. There is more of this elsewhere in this sfGtiglybeatewaters, also
known as ferruginous waters, are mineral spring waters containing salts of iron]

The success of the Mills encouraged owners to provide accommodation for their workers.
Dews Row (named after Edwabetws who built it was opposite th Fleece Public House

and to the westhe rather grander Whinfield Terrace. This was also built by Spawhkr,
Edward Dews, who could look out from his home at Whinfield House and proudly survey his
work. Whinfield Terrace displays characteristics and ownership or tenancy by the more
gentile members of society compared with those who lived at Dews Row anteBg. One
supposes that Edward Dews may have had an eye to the New Harrogatespl® a short
distance awaylNot at all bad for a Horbury born spinner turned grocer turned Mill, land and
property owner.

Further south at the junction of Spa Street &yda Lane wermore houses built on both sides of

Spa Lane. Of course with the quality of the water supply being what it was there was little need for
the usual alcoholic alternative but nevertheless the Spa Inn was constr(aftedt 1866)o provide
someopposition to the long establisheahd much oldeFleece Further south at Spring End the

1890 map appears to show little change to thelesrl850 map.

The main focus of this study Ossett Spa Mills buli¢re is no sign of thMlills in the 1850 maprad

it seemdikely that the Mill shortly afterwardsCertainly in 185&dward Dews was getting up to

mischief on Westgate Common in Wakefield where, in 1861, he was a grocer but there is evidence of
him at Ossett Spa shortly thereafter. The 1890 map shamwsstablishedVoollen Mill layout with

frontage to Spa Lanerhe Mill has its own reservoir at the south east point and there is another
reservoir jus over the Horbury boundary perhaps supplying the Dye House. There are other

buildings between Spa Midind Spa Street/Spring End Road.

Other evilence suggests that much of tikeangein the landscapéSpa Mill, Whinfield Terradeews
Rowand probably the Spa Lane housing atite Spa Inn itselfwereprobablycongructed between
the mid1851 @iy T n Qthat HdwaRl Bws had a handor an involvementin the first threeof
these changeslhere are two othefeatures worthy of note. The Sewage Works and FilestsBo
the east of Spa Lane and the Baptist Chapel and SpalSofibe north of Baptist Lanedtome
established features in the landscape.

2SS gAff LIAO] GKAA dzZLJ F3AFAY fFGSNI odzi F2NJ y2g (KS
reproduced overleaf.
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1933 OS Map showing Ossett Spa and Spring End
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The map shows develoent since 1890Che Mill footprint at Hope Mill(Mungo) remains

much the same as it was in 1890 whereas the older Spring Field Mill (Mungo) now has
several extensiong&ach Mil has its own reservoto provide water in times of doght and
perhaps to regulate the SgyiBeck flow which must have been under pressure as the work of
the Mills increased. Spring Field Dyehouse and the nearby reservoir are no longer shown.
The Municipal Sewage Works and Filter Beds have undergone sagriidgpansion anithe

works now extend onto land to the ealsSpring Field Mill and further south towards Elba
Terrace (built since 1890)

Ossett Spa Mill buildings appear to have largely survitiedgh their use is unknown. A
new long narrow buildinpas appeared fronting on to Spa Lafiee reservoir remains but
there have been other building changes within the site

The housing at the eastern end of Spa Lane remains as d&athmn at the junction of Spa

Lane and Spa Stredthe Spa Inn licencexpired in 1937Further industrial development has
takenplace just to the north of Spahe where a Fellmonge¢lingworths) has been
establishedronting on to Spa StreeSpa House and the Baths appear to have been

demolished perhaps by lllingworths accommodate their Fellmongery busin&ssther

along Spa Lane, on the gbwside, a building is now shown which appears to be the house
which stands there tod€2010). A further building is showin the position of the plot

known as Timothy Lee Crofat the very end of Spa Lane befortuitns north and heads

towards Manor Road. Further development has also taken place between the Fellmongers and
Whinfield Terrace and whilst this appears to be housing it may be smaller commercial units.

A house habveen built on Spa Street toward the junction with Manor Road and Whinfield
House appears to have besttended or perhapkvided into 3 unitsAt Spring End little has
changed with the exception of the building of Elba Terrace and building work within the
curtilage, to the northeast of, Spring End Cottage.

And so to today (2010). Only Spring Field Mill has survived of all the Mills and even then
little of the original buildings can be seen today.. Hope Mil gone all together and scant
evidence remainsf Ossett Spa MillSpring Field Dyehouse had been demolished before
1933.

The housing on Spa Lane (east)eand the Spa Inn wedkemolished n t he 19S5 00s/ 1¢
their lack of conveniences became less acceptable to occupants and the local aatiritie

as newer housing wasuilt on Manor Road and further north. Dews Row has also gone and

newer industrial units have taken the place of older units, including the fellmo8pgars.

House on Spa Lane, the home of the Goldsmiths and Rileys for so ltreyasaintained

the baths, has been demolished by 198me housing has been built along Spa Street.

But not all has gone. Whinfield Terrace rengmand three features of the 178@0dscape still

remain. Whinfield Hous&hough it may be a different bding), The FIl eece, t he
cottage to the south of Baptist Lafiéne ChalybeateSpaWell has alssurvived all thatan

bethrown at it
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The History of some landmarks at and near Ossett Spa

Little Ha rrogate

Goring House, Ossett Common, once the home of Ossett author Stan Barstow, is virtually all that remains of an
ambitious project at the end of the 19th century to develop part of Ossett Common as the "New Montpellier
Pleasure Gardens", likened td_étle Harrogate by Batley Carr entrepreneur and former drugget

manufacturer, Mathew Wharton. Goring House was built by an associate of Wharton's, John Tennant, a
Dewsbury property developer and auctioneer who committed suicide in one of the bedroomsing Glmuse

in April 1888 after he also encountered severe financial difficulties.

Above:Goring House, once the home of Ossett novelist Stan Barstovaso previously owned by John
Tennant, Joe Bentley and Alfred Kilbank. For a while it was converted into two flats.

Little Harrogate

The little Harrogate scheme, to which Goring House stands a single memorial seems first to have been mooted
in 1879. InNJanuary that year, theOssett Observéreported:

"It was informed on reliable authority that the first section of a project for transforming Ossett Spa into a
second Harrogate, as a summer residence for visitors, is to be immediately carried ouad alréddly been
purchased, several acres in extent, and the services of an experienced architect engaged to lay out the same
into sites for residences, boarding houses and other buildings of a public character. The
whole of the streets are to be plantedtiwtrees in the continental style."

| New Montpellier Pleasure Grounds

" The lime trees, which still form avenues in Goring Park Avenue and the adjoining streets
were planted in 1864, but advertising of the sites for villa residenttebé purchased

over aperiod of six years on a quarterly installment glarems to have had no takers

and only Goring House stands as a reminder of the ambitious scheme to develop this
part of Ossett.

| In 1884, part of the Spa estate land was taken over by a Batley Carr mamafa
Mathew Wharton, with the aim of developing it as the New Montpelier Pleasure
Grounds with extensive gardens, a boating lake, ridessandsements.
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There was an advertisementlfthe Era"a London Newspaper on March 22nd 1884, as follows:

"WANTED Violins, Flute, DoublBass and a complete orchestra.-8ianth season commencing on Good
Friday (rehearsal, Thursday, April 10th) for the New Montpellier Gardens, South Ossett Spa. Apply, stating
terms to J.W.R. Binns, 78 Reuben Street, Leeds."

A publc entertainment was staged over the Easter holiday in 1884 and the French tightrope walker, Charles
Blondin (182497), who had who walked across a rope suspended above Niagara Falls, performed there. Sadly,
the venture was no more successful than the reisthe "Little Harrogate" schemes and by June, Wharton was
bankrupt. Wharton had a history of financial failures in the textile and entertainment businesses, including the
loss of £1,000 leasing a pier on the Isle of Man. The first notices appearedidatdheress by July 1884

"IN BANKRUPTENMotice is hereby given that Mathew Wharton, Jun., of Upper Road, Batley Carr, Dewsbury
and Montpellier Gardens, Ossett Spa both in the County of York, was on the 10th day of July, 1884 adjudged
bankrupt by theCounty Court of Yorkshire holden at Dewsbuighn Arthur Deane, Official Receiver."

At the subsequent bankruptcy hearing held in August 1884, Wharton's less than honest dealings with John
Tennant were first revealed:

"The next examination was that dfr Mathew Wharton, who has from some time back entered into rash
speculations as a public entertainer. The debtor resides at Batley Carr. In reply to the Official Receiver, he said
that from 1880 up to a fortnight before Easter, he had carried on no éssitHe was formerly a drugget
manufacturer and when he ceased in 1880, he had a capital of £8,000, which he invested in property. He then
went to the Isle of Man and lost £1,000. Since he gave up business as a manufacturer, he had kept no books
except rembooks. He sold his furniture at the latter end of April 1884 and went to live in a less house. He had
had two sales of furniture. The one in April realised £70. It was sold to John Tennant. His father died in 1880
and left him £6,000 and at his mothedsath £800 came to him. The debtor was examined by Mr. R.W. Evans,
solicitor, respecting the failure of his last speculation, the Montpellier Pleasure Gardens, Ossett and the
disposal of various articles connected therewith, for which he owed money tusaradesmen and admitted
having sold goods which cost £300 to John Tennant for £36. He did not know where Tennant was, but he had
told him that he was going to the south of England. The examination was adjourned and a restraining order
was granted agairtisTennant to prevent him from selling a dancing platform and other fixtures in his
possession."

Suicide

Goring House was the only villa residence to be erected as part of the Little Harrogate scheme and was built by
a man named John Tennant, who was plalysalso the promoter for the Little Harrogate and New Montpellier
Gardens project and had bought into Mathew Wharton's big scheme. Tennant was a colourful character who
started off in life as a joiner and builder in Dewsbury, but went into property spgoualin a serious way. He

was also in partnership with a Leeds man called Leon Gross in a deoiakyg business until the partnership

was dissolved in 1888Tennant was also in a partnership with a man called Oldroyd@esnant & Oldroyd,
Auctioneers'in Dewsbury.

Interestingly, Tennant had been in trouble with the local magistrates in 1886, which might give an insight into
his character’

"At Dewsbury on Thursday, Mr. John Tennant an auctioneer and large property owner, was fined £20 with the
option of three months imprisonment for letting some of his house properties for immoral purposes. It was
shown that the houses were of the worst possible character and Tennant's knowledge of the use to which they
were put was proved to the magistrates satigfan."

Tennant's method of paying his creditors had been to give them plots of land on the Ossett Spa Estate. The
ensuing obscurity of ownership led to large areas of the land being left derelict up to at least the 1980s. By
April 1888, 49 yeaold Tennathwas in serious financial trouble and committed suicide in one of the bedrooms
of his residence at Goring House:
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"SAD DEATH OF DEWSBURY GENTEEMAbdhn Tennant, a retired joiner and builder, late of Dewsbury,

where he is welknown as a property omer, was found dead in his bedroom at the Spa, Ossett yesterday
morning. The deceased gentleman got up to light the fire and shortly afterwards returned to his bedroom,
telling his wife that he had done so. Mrs. Tennant afterwards went downstairs, |dzsivintdpere and about a

couple of hours later, as he did not make an appearance, she went to seek him. His bedroom door was locked
and eventually assistance was obtained to burst it open. The deceased was then found hanging from the top of
the bedstead witha piece of clothes line round his neck and quite dead. He wasfaetyyears of age. At the
inquest last evening, it was stated that the deceased gentleman was strong and healthy, but since Christmas
last had been in low spirits, having had trouble miisiness and lost a great deal of money. In his pocket was

a letter dated the previous day to his son John Thomas Terfi@etr Sonrr This is more than | can bear. |

blame naone but myself. Forgive me, and do the best you can for yourself, mother, E@ahAnn, and

lastly Emily- Your father in trouble, John Tennant." A verdict was returned in accordance with the facts."

Influx of Miners

ironically, the presence of its spa waters in the many wells and springs in the area seems to have had less
permanent effect on the development of Ossett Common than the opening of Roundwood Colliery, which
brought an influx of miners from Barnsley and Featherstone to settle in the area.

Until the 20th century, the typical miners dwelling was still the low stawé cottage. At Ossett Spa, a miners
cottage has recently been restored (see below). In a survey of the living and working conditions of Yorkshire
miners made in 1841, the inspectors describe the cramped conditions of large families living in similar
cottages, usually consisting of just two small rooms.

[0]

Above:! y 2 f R cotaadeat®OBEBESpa that is currently being used as a stable. Theowoed cottage
was typical of the typef house that some Ossett workeged in during the early 19th century.

1."Leeds Mercury", Monday, July 21st 1884.

2. "Leeds Mercury" , Wednesday, August 20th 1884.
3. "Leeds Mercury", Saturday, March 20th 1886.

4. "Leeds Mercury", Saturday, January 7th 1888.
5."Leeds Mercury", Friday, April 20th 1888.

6. "Leeds Mercury", Saturday, 28th February 1853.

This section is repauced courtesy of Steve Wilse®ssett History websiteww.larkshill.org.uk
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The SpaWell & Baths - Spa Lane

An important development in the history of this part of Gssas the establishmeint the first

quarter of the 1'9Centuryof Spa Baths; and of course it is from this development that Ossett Spa

derived its name. The belief in the curative powers of mineral waters can be traced back to prehistoric
times and aumber of locations became famous fa@ tfuality of their watets

I n Ossettds case the spring wheetSmwersknawnases at wha
ChalybeateAlso known as ferruginousater thesare mineral spring waters containing salts of iron

which were said to have healttvigig properties. In England a Chalybeate Spring was established in
Tunbridge Wells in 160&6nd many more were established at different locations in the following 200

yearsor sa The closesbath establishments Ossett werat Harrogatend the influx ofvealthy

sickly visitors from as long ago as thé"Jentury made a major contribution to the wealth of the

town. Thus a part of Ossett, the area around Goring Park Ayanug r act ed t he name AN
Harrogatedo as plraspl iwea tes sditesscataipipietttendarby springs. It

was not to be a success as we have seen elsewhere in thit\stuelyheless the S Ossett had

preceded the notion of a New Harrogat®ssettand continued to operate after this ill fated venture.

Cheltenham was also a home for Chalybeate waters and it was the Cheltenhamhigimeas to
feature in thelevelopment and promotion of thatBing establishment Ossett Spa in the 19
Century. Cheltenham was alsome to The Montpelier &densand Ossettlao adopted this
description in conjunction with proposals to the north of Manor Road in the second half df the 19
Century.

Research by local historian John Goodchild reveals that a Horbury stone masonVaad({@346
1832) was the first to recognitee restorative qpperties of Ossett Speaters.The Ossett Inclosure

Act (1807) and the resultant Order of 1813 allotted to William Craawdarge part othe land which
was to become the home of Ossett Spa on the north side of Spa Lane (then knomeesoERoad
on account of it being the way to nearby Emmerson or Spring End Mill). The map attached to the
1807 Inclosure Order is shown elsewhere in this research.

The Inclosue Order alsincludes, as John Goodchild maintaias allotment to Jamé&/ardbut this

allotment isnot at the Spa bumuch furthemorthal ong Teal Town Road near to
Teall Street and South Parade. HoweterOrder also allotso a Jame&Vade two pieces of land on

the north(1 rood 9 perchegnd soutl{1 rood B perches}ide of Spa Lane at the junction with Spa

Street James Wade was also a Horbury stone ma@destY orks Archive Service [WYAS] Deed

1827 vol IW page 52 no.41).

The area of land on the nortlisiof Spa Lane which was allotted to James Wiad&07is adjacent

to Wil liam Cr.dhebaouridary betwaserrasvheinpds and Wadedbds all ot
approximate position of the Chalybeate Spring which was to be the sowva&otothe bath
establishmentsJamedVadeis also mentioned in €11832 Notice reproduced below asng on Spa

Lane in that yeaMoreover he is shown in an 1827 land transaction with William Booth Thornton,

amongst others, who is also mentioned in a Notice regarding the baths it&R2Rer it was Wade

or Ward it & certain that Wade was a land owner here in the first quarter of'tlwer@ry and he

was involved in land and funding transactions with Dr Thornton who appears in a notice for the

Baths.

It is not knownif andwhenWadédWard opened a ba#t Ossett Sp, thoughf he did itwas probably
betweenl81931823 There is evidence thdamesdNade, and his wife Sarah, wengolved in
transactions in 181QVYAS GZ 673 737and 1823WYAS HO 691 690Wwhich suggest Wadmay
have been borrowing money secured addiiss2 roods 28 perches on Spa Lahe@s this funding for
him to buildthe first Spadohn Goodchild finds thdOssett BathsWere still owned byvVardwhen
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they were offered to let in 1829. The bath house was then advertised as havimgrfolbaths and
one cold bath

The description then went on to s&hé premises are delightfully situated and the waters have been

analysed by several eminent men and spoken of by them as a little inferior to Cheltenham; they have
gained a very high reputation from theany surprising cures they have performed. These waters are
celebrated for curing gout, rheumatism and the s

The Deeds referred to above are considered in the census section Hesgalserefer to the
presencef six cottages on SpalLanemé 18206 s. Five of these cottag:t
Street end of Spa Lane. The sigthttagewas at the opposite end of Spa Lah&imothy Lee Croft.

It is worth noting here that a Notice of 1853 (reproduced later) claims thetri/Craven estaldhed

the New Cheltenham Bat tssugfglemwdrndys aofbud d dy d enr & hag
evidence (eg plot size) suggests that these baths were different to those owned/occupied by

Wade/Ward whilst other eviden@egboth baths appear to ingle theNew Cheltenhardescription)

suggests they were the same.

In 1827James Wadandhis wife Saratenter into a Deed with John Schofieldili&@m & Thomas

Barff and William Booth Thornton relating to the 23 perches (Timothy Lee Croft & cottage) and als

5 cottages in 2 roods & 28 perches. It is not clear if this is Wade selling or borrowing against the
security of the property but WB Thornton, who has a financial interest in the Spa, is mentioned in the
1832 Notice (see below) as giving advice to visito

The Notice overleaf reveals that by

1826 there were two Spa baths on Spa

Lane. Whilst both were well

established by 1850 the Ordnance e

Survey map of that year does not make ™~

clear their posibn on Spa Lane then

known as Emmerson Road. The 1890

map havever does provide a betteeal 78

of the location of the baths which are 2501

described elsewhere as being adjacent Ossett Sp@ B

Examination of the map willow a / Chalybsate)

(private) road running parallel to and

north of $a Lane At the end of this

road is a house with outbuildingad a .

well laid out garden with pathways \

which was the location of one of the i

bath establishmentdhe otherbath 8 € L 1 gp a\.

appears to have been situated closer t\q 68 )

Spa Streetvghich in 1807 was allotted \  1.104 \R“"’ jas”

to James Wade) the south of the \ L \\
AL ¥

private road bufronting on to it. F =i
/ '
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; On 25 May 1827 &lotice (opposite)
| NEW CHELTENHAM BATHS, | I A e

HORBURY, & OSSETT-SPRING-END. Journal. The noticeecords a
commendation by Davidand who
D. LAND appears to be renting a bath
| EGS leave to return his grateful Acknowledy- establishment from VCraven
ments to the Public, for the very liberal en- fi Pr o p ffor a leastone year
couragement which he received during the last This, and thel829 lettingreferred to
| 'Summer, The great benefit conferred upon In- elsewheresuggestshere were two

valids, since the Establishment of this Bath, induces | [ N ey Sy e,

| him to look forward with confidence for still more | IRt A N N R ol |
liberal'support ;. and, in soliciting the same, be begs
to state, that he bas, with considerable expense,
| fitted up his Accommodations in a superior Style,

the Notice opposite and the second
appears to be owndyy Jame Ward

' T N T R il (Wade?) and advertised to letin _ _
e 1829 per John Gootici | d6's. f i ndi n

The Médical Qualities of the Water, which has The Noticeoppositeis headedi N e w
T L e L A O G e CUEL M @ L B Cheltenham Baths Horbury & Ossett
ave found’ to. resemble those of Cheltenham more S p r i n gandH alsb vevda there
"nearly than any other. The diseases in which the were residences on the Lanel827
Waters are most etficacious, are Cutaneous Affec-
tions, Rhumatism, Lumbage, Sciatica, Viseral Ob- | UNCEYRGIEAVELGIE TR gE T Y
structions, Diseases in the Joints, &e, Journal (27 May 1831) carried a

COLDY, WARM, AND SHOWER-BATHS, Notice (overleaf)for the sat by

N.B. Persons may be accommodated with Board | JElaiehoivggshle iy NS w
and Lodgings, on moderate Terms, at respectable Cheltenham SpandB at has 0
Residences in the Neighbourhood., dwelling housdogether withthe Spa

W. CRAVEN, Proprietor. House and four further (adjacent)
. : - dwelling housesThe siz&(2 roods
28 perchespf this Lot tellsus this s Wa d atdhe northeanddsouth of Spane at the junction
with Spa Streetin addition Lot 1 is for sale and this comprises a dwellinghaosgein the tenure of
James WadeThis isthe (23 perchesTimothy Lee Croft at the westeemd of Spa Lane.

TheNoticerevealgsthat in 1831 there weidwelling houses on Spa Lank. addition to the Bath

HousesThe New Cheltenhaaisohada Spa House (which may be the building which contained the
Chalybeate spring the remains of the building are shown elsewhar@®wellinghousand a further

fourdwel i nghouses fAadjoining ther eAlsmworthybfmeteidNot i ce i
the comment that the premises have liegne ¢ e n t tomgfirming thet ttowhkihat these bath

houses, and possibly therefore, the adjacent houses, originatednith 8 2.0 6 s

Less than 12 months later on 4th May 1832 the same Journal carried a(dlaiteaf)placed by D

Land in which he informs the reader that he d=upied one of the two Bath establishmédotssix
yearsi.e.since 1826He is to continuea occupy those baths and, in additiofil @ccupy the

adjoining bathsThe Notice informs us that the facilities here are different but complementary to

those at the Newheltenham. Board and Lodgingprivate roomawith familiesare available

immediatey adjoining the bathd'he 1832 Notice carriesthe heading The Ossett Spring
Ch el t e n h pamewRBlastript®mto encompass the two baths.iOmened by Wm Craven and

occupied by David Land and the otlieowned by James Wade (Ward?). From 1B3%id Land was

to occupy both.
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27 May 1831 Wakefield & Halifax Journal

NEW CHELTENHAM SPA AND BATHS.

—

TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION,
i BY MR.J. HOWGATE,
At ihe House of Mr. Nonl‘a,;}h Red Lion :’Iu, fn

4beBud Dag g

OxlhoaThs

to ‘wuct Conditions a5 shall be produced at that

Time ; and either together, or in the following

Lots :

LOT L
LL that MESSUAGF, or DweLLing-House,
with the Garden and Appurtenances thereto
belonging, situate on Ossett Common, and contain=
ing a Site of 23 Perches, formerly oecupied by
Ricbard Ramsden, but oow in the Tenure of Mr.
James Wade.
LOT IL

Al' that MESSUAGE or DwzrLiNG-Housr, with
the Garden and Appurienances to the same be long-
ing and adjoining, together with the Spa-House,
Batb-Houses, and other Convenieaces attached;
and also, FOUR other Messusges or Dwelling-
Houses, adjoining thereto, with the Gardens aund
Appurlenances to them belonging, all sitoate and
being on Ossett Common, near Wakeficld, midway
between the Towns of Qsselt and Horbury, the Site
containiog 2r. I8p., called the New Cheltenham
Spa, and now or lately occupied by Wm, Willison,
Edward Moulson, Joseph Chappel and others.

The above Premises have been recently fitted un
in an expensive and most convenient Manner, and
coatain Two China Batbs, One China Sitting Bath,
Two Cold Baths, Shower Bath, Plunging Bath, &e.
&c. with the Cisterns and Boilers all gew and
complete,

The Waters of the New Cheltenham have heen
repeatedly analysed, and pronounced by Gentle-
men of great judgmeot to be litte, if anything,
inferior to those of its great prototype in Glouces-
tersbire, and have been 'found particularly efli-
cacious in Rbeumatic and Serofulous Complaiogs.

This Property offers such an Opportunity as sel-
dom occars for a most advanlageous luvestment of
a Small Capital, and, as the Choracter of the Water
is fully established, Management and Attention is
only required to repder the Spot the ‘avouorite Re-
rort of numerous and respectable Visitors,

Mr. CrarLes Toursoy, of Ussett, will shew the
Baths and Premises; and further Information may
be had at the Office of i

Messrs. ARCHER and GREAVES,
Solicitors, Ossett,
Ousett, May 20th, 1831.

4 May 1832Wakefield &Halifax Journal

OSSETT SPRING END CHELTLNHAW
BATHS, NEARR WAKEFIELD.

LAND most respectiully hegs to offer
» grateful acknowledgments to his Fru
{ a=d the Pablicin general, for the very liberul =
| port be bas met with doring the 6iX yrars he bas
! occupied the above Baths, and to announce to theo
, thal, in copzequence of such encouragement, bhe
bas, im addition to the Baths he faurmerely ocew
taken the adjoining Bath establishiment, con
of Medicated Vapour, Warm, Sulpbureous Siwting,
Shower and Plunge Baths, which he has fitted w
! 3t coasiderable oxpence,in a Superior Style. The
| Medical qualities of the Water of this & ire found,
{aecosding to thc analysis of Mr, WE Chemis®,
} and NMr. Conorrev, Surgeons both of Le 2) te ro=
} semble thoae of Cheltenham nearer than any ather,
and the Disesses (n which the Waters are most
eleccacions, are Cutancous affections, Ricumatism,
Sciatica, Visceral obstructionas, Ulecers, Diseas.
the Joints, &c.

The Vapouwr Bath is rapidly suaperseding all
other kinds in this country, anod has long been a
most important agent in other nations, both in
bhealthh a=nd discase. It can be used ot wvarious
temperatures, sccording to the object in view ; in
exciting presperation, rvemnving chronic paias,
suiffoess of the joints and goneral rigidity of the
System : when accompanied with Friction ia con-
nection with medicated Water it is superior to every
other kind of bathing, and perhaps to every other
known vemedy. Indeed it is now considered an
indispensable appendage to all general bathiog |
establishmonts. It is found a remedial agent of |
great utility in acate and chronic disearcs ; and of
sioguiar efficacy where ordinary modes of treat-
ment bave failed, In obstinate cases of Gout,
Rheumatiam Seclatica, Palsy, Dropsy, Cancer in its
incipient state, Dormant or deccased Liver, %c.
likewise in most cases where the nervous System
and the Digsstive organs are weakened or deranged
snd tie Secretions are defective, vitiated or ob-
siructed,. By restoring the balance of circulation,
and determiniog the Blood tothe surface and lower
extremities, it prevents Appopleay, &c.:; it oxcites
the action of the Absorbents, subdues Inflamation,
relicves or prevents expectoration of Blood, and
gives tone and vigour to the Body. The Sal-
phoresus Baths possess in an eminent degree the
power of stimulating the Coutaneous Vessels, snd
their nse will be found a desideratum in the cure of
diseases in the Skiu when other mcans have been
tried in vain, viz, in Scorbutic Eruptions, Scorfulous
Affections of the Joints and Limbs, obstinate
Ulcers of 1the lower cxtremities; In indolent Tu-
mours, red, bard, dry eruptions of the Face and
Neck, Leprosy, Ring-worm, &c, &c.

Shower Bathing is efBcacious in preventing
Headacbes, occasioned by vascular fulness or
nervous debility. To the healthy it is a preven-
tiva of the consequences of eéxposure to cold and
the sudden chuanges of the weather. In some in-
staoces the Shower Bath may be employed as a
Tonie by persons standing in warm Whator immedi-
ately vpon their leaving the Vapoar Bath.

A sepacate establishment is provided for the poor,
et a reduced Price.

Individuals resorting to to those Batha may be
accommodated with Hoard end lLodgings on mo-
derate Terms, or Families with Private Rooms im-
mediately adjoining the Baths,

W. B, TunornroN, M. D. will attend the Baths
three days in ench week (Mondays, Tharsdays, and
Satordays,) to glive advice to such visitors as may
be pleased to consult him, or at any other time
required.

Medieated Vapour Bath, 3s ; Salphureous Bath,
24.; Warm and Shower Bath, 1s.; Cold and

Planging Bath, Gi.
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Ossett Spa

The south east comer of Ossett was known as Spring End, because of the springs of water
bubbling up through the soil, At the beginning of the nineteenth century spas, which were all the
rage in Europe, started to catch on in England. If likley could do it, so could Ossett. By 1826 the
Spring End Cheltenham Baths, tenanted by David Land, were operating. They were described
as consisting of medicated vapour, sulphurous, sitting, shower or plunge baths, with a separate
establishment for the poor at a reduced price. The remains of a bath house shown, had a well in
the centre, where bubbling water could be seen. A large house was built to accomodate those
visiting to take the waters. The enterprise lasted until the 1860s.

In 1896 Albert lllingworthset up a fellmongering business (taking the wool from sheep's pelts) in
buildings adjacent to the bath house, so that he could utilise the ample supply of water. An
lllingworth was still running the business when it closed down in 1986. Later occupants of the
site capped the well, demolished the bath house, drained the pond and enlarged the car park. A
plece of history gone forever,

a3

Above Extractf r om A Ossett Pubso Brian Smith OsseE

The above photograph shows the Spa Well building, perhaps once known as the Spa House,

prior to its partiademolition. The remains of the building are shown elsewhere in this study.

The pond in front of the building is actually the tank used by Illingworths in connection with

their fellmongering business. The location of the building can be seen on the 1886 anap

small circle at the rear of a house with what appears to be well laid out gardens and grounds.

The map describes the localityfa$D s s e $(tC hSapl ay .bTkeabtil@ing picture@dbove

appear®sn t he map as a small cworrcd efi Sapbaosvoe t he s ¢
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As the above Notickom 1832showsDavid Land (born between 1778 and 1786) took over
JamedNade's bathdt is not known for how long the two baths were operated by baiid
appears likely that he died before 183@me of the Trade Direates from the first half of

the 19" century include reference to the Spa baths indicating that they were a popular
attraction at the timéhe 1843 Tithe Award shows James Arnell occupying the land (known
as Spa Close) on which the Baths were built. Maeer of the land was Mary Boynia

1847
Commo n

Wh i

tedbs Leeds and Cl ot hin

Bath Keeper and perhaps
also rented the land opposite; land which wasetmme Spa Mill a few years later.

Sale of Spa Baths Leeds Mercury 26 February 1853

Cheltentinm Baths, and Valuable Freebold and Copyheld
Land, in the Township of Ossett, near Wakefield,

By Mr. BECKETT, (by order of the devisea in trust for sale),
at the house of Mr. Charles Richardson, the Fleece Inn,
1t Uorbury, near Wakehleld, on Manday, the Twenly-cighth
dav of Febriwary, 1853, at four o'clock in the afternoon, sub-
a2ct to conditions, and in the following or such other
lot3, 13 may be agreed upon nt the time of sale,

HE following valuable ESTATE, situate in
the township of Ossett, in the parish of Dewsbury, that

to 3a¥— S

Lot 1. All that Close or Parcel of LANE. situate on Oszsott
Commeon, adjoining upon Bmmerson Mill-read, containing
la. Or. 112, or theresbouts, and now in dhe occupation of Mr.
Ezekiel Goldsmith, .

Lot2. All that Close or Parce] of I‘A}_.D'. near to lot 1, and
adjoining to Emmerson Mill-voad, containing 3r. 1ip, or there-
abouts, and now in the oceupation of Mr. Joseph Mlitehetl,

Lot 3. All that Parcel of LAND, adjoining to lot 2, contain.

ug 19 perches or thereabouts, and now in the occupation of
B, Sunderland, i .
Lot 4. All that MESSUAGE, Teunement, or Dwelling-House,
unte on Ossett Common, with the Spa house, liot and cold
ath lLouses, boiler house, stable, and ctler buildings to the
ame belonging, called ** Tur New CasLTRNHAM BaTis ;" algo
he close of laud and garden adjoining thereto, and the private
oad leading therefrom into the Horbury and Ossett road, con-
aining together, including the sites of the buildings, la. v 3'r.

r thereabouts, and now in the occupation of Mr, ¥, Goldsmith,

‘The celebrated spa well from which thie baths are supplied
I1s upon this lot. The water was analvzed some years ago by
the late Willinm West, F.R &, and was found to ba very
gimilar to the waters at Clieltenham. .

The batha {which were established upwards of thirty vears
ago by the late William Craven, Lsq., of Horbury) are much
resorted to by persons sutfering from rheumatic affections,
They have also proved highly effieacions in all cutaneons com-
plaints and in cases of general debility. N

Lot 5. All that Parcel of LAND, adjoining lot 4, and fronting

smmerson Mill-road, containing two acres or therenbouts, |
and now in the occupation of AMr, B, Goldsmith. |

Loti;. A1l that Parcel of LAND, adjoining to lot 4, on the!
north, fronting into the [lorbury and Ossett road, and contain-

ngl a.0n, %' or thereabouts, and now in the pcenpation of
Mr. E. Goldsmith, -
Lot 7. Allthat Parcelof LAND, adjoining lot i, also front.
ng futo the Horbury aud Oseett road, and containing 2a. 2ip,
rthereabouts, and now in the occupation of Mr. E Goldamith,

The above estate is aituate in the thickly populated and
rapidly improving district lying between Horbury aud Ossett,
and within three miles of Wakefield aud Dewsbury, The land
i8 in sound condition, and is peculinrly adapted for either
puilding, agriculiural, ¢ r manufaciuring purposes.

The bathg are capable of considerable extension and im-
provement, and will be found a lucrative invesiment,

The tenure of the estate ig freehold, and copyhold com-
pounded for, of the manor of Waketiald, )

A plan of the whale may ba seen, and any further informa-
tion obtained, on application at the offices of

blr. J. B, PRESTON, Selicitor, 1, Bond-street, Leeds.

g
he

Leeds, 7tu February, 1853,
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The above Notice from February 1853 is for the sale by auction of land on botbfs&pes
Lane.Lot 4 reveals that thHew Cheltenham Bathare for sale. It also reveals that E.
Goldsmith was occupying the L@tlso worthy of note is that Lot 8 the site on which Spa
Mill would be built some years later. In 1853 the site is a field partly covered by water
indicating thatte Mill had not been built by this dateis occupied by Joseph Mitchell.

In 1841 Ezekial Goldsmith (born Suffolk 1816) is living in Farnley Leeds and working as a
servant and it is probable that he came to Ossett between 1847 (when James Arnell is
de<ribed as Bath proprietor) and 18%kekial had married Sarah Major in Leeds in 1846.

In 1854 Ezekials recordedas bath keepemdhe combined his duties with being a

fiGardened andperhaps this was a sign of the seasonal nature of the baths oethat th
facilities were €ss busy than once was the case.

In 1861,still described as gardener, Ezekeeliving at Spa House Low Common. This was

the house and grounds on Spa Lane referredltot 4 abovelt is possible he was keeper of

both baths until864 whenthé Ch el t en ham S uwen bperatediysJonBat h s o
Chappell and then subsequently Henry Nettleaekieldied in Ossett in 1877 haviiged

at theNew CheltenharBaths house and grounds thebath keeper since about 1850

In1858 (Whie 6 s Di r ect or y)ontheeCoramome thererafe two $pe Bathda n d
the 1866 and 108 hé&®Coihaon aretivasspabattss much frequented by
persons af fl i ctEsewhenriint1866 théhdeseriptoon Spa @ommon is used.
There isno reference to the baths in 1881 Kelly but they will still have been available to the
public.

In 1866 Ezekial (Hezgsoldsmith andseorge Shaware recordedass pa basbhakdeper
Ezekielis still there in 1870 when John Chappell is also a Bath KeEpmn 1864 | suspect

that Ezekiel was the occupier (and perhaps the owner) dfahveCheltenham Batheghilst

Chappell was the owner and occupiefbeé Cheltenham SulphuroBsths.

Foll owing Ezekial Gol ds mrsSdrah Solddrdh,astshowniimm 18 7 7
t he 1881 ( Kel dBathBropbetor a¢ @ssett $pfgayah diesl in 188&ged 75

andshe was succeeded bath keeper by her son in law George Riley. It seems likely that he

was bath keeper at tiNew Cheltenham Batlecause Hay Green is also recorded i&s

bath proprietor Spa Stréeind he may have been at the other batingthen named the

Cheltenham Sulphuroumths.

George Riley is described in the West Riding
but cher B A831widawSa@h Goldsmith is living on Spa Lane with her son in

law George Riley and his family which included a 2 year old son named Goldsmith Riley. In

1891 George Riley is recorded as a butcher but he continues to live with his family in the
housewhere his parents in law lived and which was also home to the Spa Bath(s). George

Riley was still living there in 1914 (Ossett Burgess Rolls). He and his Goldsmith in laws had

been associated with the baths for almost 70 years. There is a Dewsburyticydéath

record for a George Riley in 1921/1922.

The Ossett Observer (21 June 1884) carried two notices regarding the Spa Baths. The first
Notice reminded readers th@ssett SpaBatisar e open for the season
evenings 6d eacho.
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Thesecond Notice was more significant and offered for sal€tedtenham Sulphurous
Baths, and other property at Ossett Spa. All this propertypéad the subject of ah@ncery
Court case (Fozard v Crowthem)the matter of the estate of John Chappell deed.The
auction lot was said to compriaedwelling house and premises called the Cheltenham
Sulphurous Baths, two dwelliilgo u s es and g nin@ cottages andl four Sancely
of land.

A week later on 28 June 1884 the Observer carried a similandme detailed notice

advertising eight lots for saléot 4 was described #isA Dwel | i ng House and
called the Cheltenham Sulphurous Baths , St&tach HousgGreenhouses and

outbuildings situate in Spa Street lately occupied by Henry Nettl®ther lots were also

offered and these are described in the Census section later in this study.

On the 13 Une 1883heOssett Observer carried a Notice regarding thepening of Old
Cheltenham Sulphurous Bat@ssett Spa by J Marsden (proprietothaf Wakefield Turkish
Baths) who announces that fileas taken the above celebrated Sulphur Baths at Ossett for
many years well known for....and other ailmehts.has thoroughly cleansed and put into
working order and maintains that for the efficacy andwenience they will be found
surpassed by none. Slipper Sulphur baths 6d each. Refreshments supplied at reasonable
rates. Good Stable Accommodation. 0

On 12" September 189The New Cheltenhabraths and a dwellinghouse were offered for

sale by auctionin M WF F o Rodrss atSGaoleeStreet Dewsbury. The total area was 2
roods & 37 perches. An adjacent close of grassland comprising 2 acres 1 rood and 38 perches
was also offered. The Lot was withdrawn at £625.

On 28 March 1923 Walter Goldsmith, Harold Eeé Goldsmith and Goldsmith Riley

convey Spa House and land to Joseph lllingworth .'OraBuary 1940 Joseph lllingworth
conveyed the same to Charles and Godfrey lllingworth (the Partners) trading as Fellmongers
on Spa Street...i al s o asulabe ot dwellinghouge known as Spa House with hot

and cold Bath Houses Boiler house Stable and other buildings...formerly known as the New
Cheltenham Baths formerly the occupation of George Riley but now of the Partners in

connection with their fellmaner i ng busi nesso

An Abstract of Tile included with the Deed revealdittle more of the history of this site;
30/10/1857 James Marchent to Ezekiel Goldsmith

16/9/1864 John Hellawell to Ezekiel Goldsmith

10/1922 Louisa Ann, Walter, Harold Ezekiel and d&ohith Riley inherit the property
28/3/1923 Goldsmiths sell the site to Joseph Illingworth

The Deed of 1940 suggests that Spa House was still there in 1940 (though the 1933 map
suggests otherwise) but it seems probable that it did not survive much bleigohalk¢:
although evidence of at | east at one of the
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The followingreport appeared in The Wakefield Express dh e 2007

CONFUSION over boundaries means the future still looks uncertain for an important part of Ossett's
heritage .

There were fears that Ossett Spa, which dates back to 1829, had been bulldozed earlier this month when only a
pile of rubble could be seen at the site, on Spa Street. Civic Society president Brian Coe spotted the remains
over a barbed wire fence and it was hoped they could be preserved. Now it has emerged that part of the spa falls
into land earmarked for a new warehouse and it is unclear if developers Niels Larsen would preserve it.

Mr Coe said: fAThe site hasitteamgeids hanldet sof mamnryf tdimers over
have seen at | east two different plans which show differen:
Kknow. I't would be a great shame if we | ost the spa because

Original council plans suggested the spa was completely on the warehouse site, but amended plans now show it
is two thirds over i one third on neighbouring land owned by Spa Farm. And Mr Coe said a map dating back to
1914 suggested otherwise.

He said: AOn theeelmd mapbehar 6dog | egd around the spa. It

di fferent. OHe said the original Spa Farm deeds, which al so
confusion.Once part of an ambitious plagate®dtutrme Osesmditng nft @r me K
warm baths and a cold one. Until around 90 years ago peopl

In 1894 the spa was developed into pleasure grounds. The venture was unsuccessful and the owner, Matthew
Wharton, was declared bankrupt.

The wall of the small circular stone bath house was more than five feet high until 1990, when the then owner, J T
Watson, reduced it to around 18ins and installed an iron gate across the entrance. The site was then bought by
local business man Alan Morris.

The small circular stone bath house referred to in the repg®paisVell whichoncestoodin
the garden of Spa Houdestill remains in 2010 albeit in reduced form and poor condition
hidden behind an industrial umff Spa LanePhotographs of the Spa Well, the original
source of chalybeate water for the Spa Baths, are shown overleaf.

This is all that remains of the Ossett Spa Baths venture which began, almost 200 years ago,
in the 1820606s.

The following page reprtucesareport on the Spa Well from the Ossett Observer in 1958.
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Ossett Observer Article 1958 (Courtesy Neville Ashby)
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Spa Bath Spa LaneJuly 2010( Photograph Courtesy Steve Wilson)

Spa Bath Spa Lane Sept 2010 (Photograph by Alan Howe)
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Timeline - Ossett Spa Baths

1813 James Wade and William Craven each allotted land on Spa Lane by the Ossett lQctiessure
This land was to become the site of Ossett Spa Baths

18191823 James Wade (Horbury Stone Masariaind transactions suggestihg is raising funds
secured against his Spa Lane land holdings. Was this to build a Spa Bath and housing? Wm Craven
reported as having established his bath around this time.

1826 David Land &lew Cheltenham Baths Horbury & Ossett Spring BPnabrietor W Craven
1827 James Wade in transaction with Doctor WB Thornton and others at Spa Lane.
1829 James Wade (Ward?) owner aisétt Baths which is advertised to let.

1831 James Wade advertigdew Cheltenham Spa and Bathssale.

1832 David Land announces he has also taken the adjacent baths. The Notice isTHea@sdett
Spring End Cheltenham Batiding that WB Thornton MiRill attend baths to give advice.

1843 Tithe Award records Mary Boyne as owner & James Arnell occupier of Cheltenham Baths land
1847 James Arnell Bath Keeper (possilblyoth baths)

1853New Cheltenham Batlisr sale by AuctiorPurchased by James Masstt . Ezekiel Goldsmith
in occupation.

1857 James Marchent sells to Ezekiel Goldsmith

MYypy 2KAGSQA ¢ NI GfheTdmdiBrQhen @ twiNIpaORHINSR &4 &
1864 Cheltenham Sulphurous Bathscupied by John Chappell

1866 Ezekiel Goldsmith and Geofjgaw recorded as spa bath keepers

1881 Sarah GoldsmitBath keepe(Ezekiel died 1877) & Henry Gregath keeper

1886 Sarah Goldsmith dies.

Mydm { I NIKQ& &2y Ay f+6 DS2NES witsSe fAGAy3I |

1914 George Rildiving at Spa House

1923 Site of Bathadd 6 & wA f S & Q &o JosBpfi Bifighvadth 1 NA S &
1940 Joseph lllingworth sells to Charles and Godfrey lllingworth Fellmongers
MdcnQa wDhahd/Shpa VEel still exist

1990 Spa Well walls reduced in height

2007 Industrial Unibuilt close to easboundary of Spa Well
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Early licence was under the Licensing Act, 1828. (Wines & Spirits &c. - On or Off)

Auctioned early 1888, including 4 acres of land, fetched £750.

The Fleece Inn

Again auctioned later in 1888, excluding most of the land (used for Sewage Works) and went for £345.

Location

Owners.
1870
1872
1886
Later
1888
1888
1889
1891

Licensees.
1830
1837
1842
1847
1850

1870

1878

1886

1887
1888
1889
1889
1889
1891
1900
1903
1915
1928
1930
1933
1941

Spa Street, Ossett Low Common

Henry Giggal, Joseph Brook, George Teal (Rates Record)

Wm. Clayton
Joseph Charles Gill, Handley, Nr. Manchester
Frederick Dews, Ossett

Ossett cum Gawthorpe Local Board (Wanted the land for sewage works) (June)

Ezra Dews (Sept)
William Bamford (Rates Record)
Joshua Tetley & Son

Allied Breweries (UK) Ltd., 107 Station Road, Burton on Trent (mid-1960's)

Century Inns
Enterprise Inns

Joseph Ellis

Joseph Shaw (here until 1841 at least)
Joseph Crossley

Thomas Driver (still here in 1848)
Benjamin Fothergill (still here in 1868)
Fined 10/-in 1868 for offence - first in
the 18 yrs he has been landlord.
Joseph Smith (Still here in 1871.
Census shows “Slubber & Publican”)
James Dews (Nov) (still here in 1881)
James Craven

William Deboo [according to Licensing Record
-1 think it means “Dews”].(Nov)
James Craven (Mar)

William Henry Thickett (May)

John William Ingham (Jan)

Joseph Smith (Mar)

Frederick Dews (Aug)

Arthur Cocker (Nov)

Joseph Needham Pollard

William White

Harvey Armitage (or could be “Henry”) (May)
Walter Taylor

Fred Mitchell

Albert Guy

Jessie Guy

42

1952
1959
1961
1966
1975
1986
1988
1991
1995
1998

2001

Dennis Guy

Joan Armitage

Mary Buckley (Note 26)
Ronald Walker (Note 27)
Leslie Woolley

Michael Roy Hartley
Wilfred Brian Gudgeon
Michael Manders
Colleen Eastwood
David John Radley Lee
(& Barbara)

Christine & Michael David
Poole

Note the presence of the members of the Dews farhidyh here and at The Spa Inn.(overleaf) Frederick and
9T NI 6SNB az2ya 2F 9RgINR 5S¢a |yR g2dzZ R
Note also Henrgiggle, Joseph Bok and George Teal who were owners in 1870 andwatse partners irthe

adjacent Hope Mill. Henrgiggleemigrated to America in 1874 and his descendants live in Philadelphia
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